PROPHET IDEAS

Mostly compiled by Mendy Stucki

After praying and searching my files on what to do with a lesson in Relief Society that I was teaching ..I felt extremely inspired to encourage the the women of the ward to teach their children, following along with the Primary theme for next year..The theme of primary program next year is Follow the 
Prophet. You may have noticed already the Relief Society and Priesthood lessons are now based on the words of the prophets...this year we are studying Joseph F Smith...we study the same thing as our husbands so that we can talk about these things at home together...OK now our children are going to learning about the prophets.

You may already have your theme planned for next year...but I am asking you what better way to enforce the primary lessons and theme for the year at home and to help our children to understand Our own testimony of the things the prophets have told us...

OK so now here is where I come in...

I have compiled a bunch of stuff off the internet and from my files at home that I will make available.

I have a copy of the 2001 Primary monthly themes and scriptures that were inspired for the 2001 theme by our general Primary board.

Each month has a theme and a song and a scripture to go with it..
you can download a copy of this at 
http://primary_art.tripod.com/2001_themes.htm

I am working on compiling information to give our children in FHE evening on these themes...also you know that as soon as the new year hits Deseret Book will have a million ideas on how to teach these themes..( know from past experience as a chorister)..plus they will have pictures etc. on how to teach the songs etc...( I will try to get these books...and share ideas on how to teach the specific themes..I am working on a tape of all the songs about prophets that we have in the hymns and Childrens book and from the ensign…I have copied all of the music that I have found from all of these source above and will be scanning it to you if you desire..

OK now for the real fun...Deseret Book has a small packet of all of the prophets’ pictures in the latter Day.. On the back of each of these is a little bit about each prophet etc...( which is great for 
little kids)

The church website has come out with a section of 30 years of Ensign new Era and Friend I found many games and stories about the prophets there.  On Joseph Smith I found at least 585 references so look there!!! Also I found a Prophet concentration game and a connect four game a crossword puzzle and word search and some other games that would be fun to play with the prophets...Also apparently The friend from Dec 1979 to Dec 1980 did a dot to dot activity and life sketch of the 12 modern prophets of that time… (the stories are available, the pictures are not there) 

Also Walk in his Ways..a childrens manual part A and B apparently has stories of the prophets lives...etc..also there is an institute manual on the teachings of the prophets..you may also want to check old FHE manuals...
 
Prophet coloring pages: http://primary_art.tripod.com/prophets_art.html
Ideas for Prophet Sharing Times, activity days, etc.: http://primarypage.com/sharingtime/prophets.htm
http://www.softdesdev.com/primaryetc/PRI_CSMP.html
Follow the Prophet "CONNECT 4" http://primary_art.tripod.com/connect4.html
Follow the Prophet Matching Game: http://primary_art.tripod.com/match.html
http://members.home.net/mdtaylormd/profmenu.htm for stories and statistics on the latter-day prophets
Also check your ward libraries for information on the Prophets..I found videos and an institute manual on the teachings of the prophets plus they have all of the church magazines and stuff.
I also just found at ROBERTS!! a book called Latter Day Prophets from Emerson Roy West a covenant publication....It has in it all of the Phrohpets and profiles of their wifes...It contains their lives their teachings and Testimonies..It is WONDERFUL with a capital W!!!  It has a CD in the back and the actual voices of some of the prophets..It has a Trivia section that you could make into a trivia game for your families in the back..Also a section on a Timeline of major events in the church and What prophet it happened under.. and a chart showing how much the church grew under each prophet..Also it has profiles of the prophets and stories from their lives and who their apostles were when they died how how long they were a Prophet AND THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CHURCH......etc.. etc.. etc.. It is 15.95 or you can get it with a 40% off coupon!!! It is worth the 15.95
aLSO TRUMAN MADSEN HAS PREPARED A SERIES OF TAPES ON THE LIVES OF ALL THE PROPHETS...It is very wonderful and inspiring!!

MY MOM IS ALSO SENDING ME FOR THE LITTLE KIDS SOME TAPES ON ANIMATED STORIES OF THE PROPHETS.I have the story books at home with wonderful illustrations from the prophets.They were published in 1982 by Eagle systems international.  LIVING SCRIPTURES HAS SOME STUFF TOO I THINK..

I found a book called Favorite Hymns of the prophets at Deseret Book and in the back it has the reasons why a certain prophet loved that song...I can share some ideas from that if you wish.

Also there is a video called testimonies of the Prophets..Which has several Prophets testimonies..in our ward library there was a video On Gordon B Hinckley and Howard Hunter...there is also a cassette "The voices of the Prophets "

see this link for more resources on the prophet that you can buy.....
 

http://deseretbook.com/search.tcl?search=prophets


I also found (this is so fun)favorite recipies of the prophets off  the internet.  However you may want to have George Albert Smith's oyster stew for dinner and still give the kids a treat):)
http://primary_art.tripod.com/recipes_fun.htm
Favorite Foods of Latter-Day Prophets

Joseph Smith - Johnny cakes

Brigham Young - buttermilk donuts

John Taylor - applesauce cake

Wilford Woodruff - cherry nut cake

Lorenzo Snow - Yorkshire pudding

Joseph F. Smith - custard pie

Heber J. Grant - Christmas fig pudding

George Albert Smith - oyster stew;

David O. McKay - baked apples

Joseph Fielding Smith – sherbet

Harold B. Lee - boiled raisin cake

Spencer W. Kimball - raspberry cheesecake;

Ezra taft Benson - lemon meringue pie

The above list came from Oct 1, 1988 Church News.
 

also this link for an integrated prophet sharing time singing time..could easily be use for FHE
http://aprilwith4.homestead.com/primary.html
and last but not least...Gordon B Hinckley's book Stand for something has 10 virtues that will heal our hearts and homes..Each one of these chapters has stories and scriptures to bring about the point... this 
would be a good thing to do one of these virtues each month.(10 more lessons)..plus you will be teaching things that our phrophet wants our children to know..also it has many stories taken from our own prophets life...so there you have 12 theme lessons 15 phrophet lessons and 10 virtues from Gordon B Hinckley lessons for next year. That gives you three lessons a month...

Some other things we are going to do as a family...I got a picture sketch of all the prophets at Desert Book and I am framing it and putting it in our Family Room for a reminder of what our theme for the year is on...

The picture of the latter day  prophets is on this site. www.iinet.net.au/~soneil/lds/pic_index.html

[image: image1.wmf] 


also we are going to read Gordon B Hinckleys book Go forward in Faith for the year.

I hope that all of you sisters will pray about this and feel the spirit....our Heavenly father has inspired the Primary leaders to do this subject for the year.  This is inspired for our children to learn these things..I am so excited about it that I am on fire if you couldnt tell!! and I am comitted to helping all of you have better family home evenings..
 
About doing lessons surrounding the prophet.. It has been said that if you want to get your wife to sit down and watch a football or basketball game with you she needs to know something about the lives of the players (ie their family lives) in order to become fully involved in the game. I testify that the teachings of the prophets will be better followed by our children if we teach them about the lives of the prophets and how they lived righteous lives...what better examples and heros could we ask for our children to emulate..

I am compiling lessons surrounding each prophet and each theme for my own family and ward use and whomever else wants a copy and hopefully I will get to each virtue. And if you wish I will post these as they become available..I will not send anything that is copyrighted stuff...I will however give you these references so that you can get these books yourself. I will however make up my own FHE kits with references to these books tapes etc..and maybe parts of the subject matter will be included..Most of the stuff I am using is from the old Friends..And I will share places from the internet where I have found ideas and you can feel free to use these to further Heavenly Fathers work on this earth. Any of you who are willing to help me with this work feel free..I am not doing it for myself but to strengthen and uplift the children in my ward and help the families of my ward to have better FHE and to share my testimony of Following the Prophet with my children.



Information from the Friend Magazine

All of these articles can be found at the church website: http://www.lds.org. Go to Church Magazines, and click the appropriate plus signs until you find what you’re looking for, or just type the title of the article into the search box. There is more, if you are looking for info on a certain prophet just type in the name!

Here is a sharing time from the FRIEND on Follow the Prophets.. I came across. We can adapt it to fit in our modern prophet...It has a really fun and has a Follow the prophet to reach the temple game with it!

November prophet sharing time: Also has a game that you can play with the prophets pictures...really fun
http://www.lds.org/gospellibrary/stmessage/november/0,6434,333,FF.html
“Follow the Prophet” Song with pictures: 

http://library.lds.org/library/lpext.dll/ArchMagazines/Friend/1997.htm/friend%20february%201997.htm/follow%20the%20prophet%20.htm?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&q=Follow%20the%20Prophet&x=Simple&2.0#LPHit1
Sharing Time: Ears to Hear from the Friend, July 1990

Follow the Prophet (article) From the Friend, October 1991

 “Follow the Prophet” Face Frame from the Friend, August 1997

Finding Safety in Counsel From the Friend, August 1998

God Tells His Prophets From the Friend, January 1998

Follow the Prophets From the Friend, August 1993

I Can Gain a Testimony by Listening to the Prophets From the Friend, October 1991

Our Prophet From the Friend, August 1973

Prophets From the Friend, March 1974

The Prophets Testify of Jesus Christ’s Birth From the Friend, December 1997

Our Prophets’ Places of Baptism From the Friend, August 1997

What Would the Prophets Want Me to Do? From the Friend, September 1999

Latter-day Prophets From the Friend, October 1995

His Servants the Prophets From the Friend, January 1998

A Prophet’s Example from the Friend, November 2000

Sharing Time: Joseph Smith—Valiant Servant of God From the Friend, October 1997

He Will Point the Way From the Friend, July 1990

Sharing Time: Commandments From the Friend, March 1995

A Prophet’s Love for His Parents From the Friend, December 1976

Testimonies of the Latter-day Prophets from the Friend, October 1991

Prophets ABC from the Friend, June 1995 (funstuff)

They Testify of Him from the January 1999 Friend

Prophets Then and Now from the Friend, October 1998

The Prophet Joseph Smith: A Friend of Children From December 1991 Friend

Prophetic Weathermen From January 1986 Friend

Sharing Time: Seek the Lord from the Friend, January 1985

A Prophet from the Friend, August 1989

I Like to Listen to the Prophet from the Friend, August 1997

George Albert Smith from the Friend, August 1989, also see July 1980

Sharing Time: Testify of Jesus Christ from the Friend, April 1988

Hold Fast to the Truth from the Friend, January 1990

He Will Point the Way from the Friend, July 1990

A Prophet Celebrates from the Friend, December 1974

Sharing Time: My Heroes and Heroines, August 1997 Friend

There is a church video about the history of the church (I think she means “Legacy”).  One segment on it is about some children who go and visit an older woman.  She asks them if they would like to shake her hand and then tells them how they have shaken the hand of someone who has shaken the hand of someone who shook the hand of Joseph Smith.  We showed it once for an activity day on Prophets and all the children really liked it.  It's probably only 5 minutes.....but it is church approved :-)

Ideas for a President Hinckley Activity Day:

*At one station, read aloud the children's book Gordon B. Hinckley: Fifteenth President of the Church by Melinda T. Garff (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1998).

*At another station, have tin can "stilts" made for the kids to try.  This relates to President Hinckley because he learned to use stilts as a child when pruning fruit trees on the family farm (Go Forward with Faith, p. 27 by Sheri L. Dew).  You could also have the kids play marbles—a game that young Gordon B. Hinckley played as a boy.

*You might have a station where you learn more about the prophet.  I have an Excel spreadsheet that is a word search about GBH.  The words that the kids have to find all have something to do with President Hinckley's life.  There were a couple of errors that I'm not sure that I fixed.  If I remember correctly, this list doesn't accept attachments.  E-mail me personally if you want me to send you the spreadsheet.  This would be too hard for most younger children, so maybe you could make a puzzle for them with a simple drawing of the prophet cut into pieces.

*You might have a station where the kids make their own butter (by shaking a baby food jar of cream) and eat some homemade bread.

Another Activity Day Idea

We had a meet the prophet day just before conference, we taught about the prophet, told them about his childhood then broke into 3 sections.  We played prophet twister where we had all the prophets on the board, they drew pictures and signed a big card to send to Pres Hinckley in another room and the third was teaching them why we have prophets, etc. They had a really nice handout booklet they took home and used when they watched conference.  The little kids were just supposed to color some pages and write 1 sentence and the big kids' was more in-depth.  If they completed the booklet they brought it back and got a nice surprise.

General Conference Activity Day

We had a General Conference Activity Day before October 1999 conference. It turned out very successful!

We met together and told them the story of King Benjamin, when he spoke to his people from the tower and their tents were turned toward him.  We compared it to our day when we can watch TV to hear and learn from our Prophet, Pres. Hinckley.

We then split them into three groups and rotated to each area every 15 minutes.  Our goal was to help them come to know the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve (those men we knew they would see in Conference).

Group #1: played "Upset the Fruit Basket" only using pictures of the First Presidency.  As they walked into the room we gave them a small picture of a member of the First Presidency.  As the leader would show the picture, the children with that picture would get up from their chair and find another chair.  We left all the chairs in the circle so that all could play for the full time.  It just helped them get to know the First Presidency better.

Group #2: played concentration with the pictures of the Quorum of the Twelve.  We tried to tell a little story about the member of the Quorum when they got a match.

Group #3: played a Conference Bingo game found in the Friend.

We met together at the end and gave each child a picture of Pres. Hinckley, so that they could hang it in their room at home.  On the back of the picture were the words to "We Thank Thee O God for a Prophet", which we sang as the closing song.  

It was a very nice hour with the children and the spirit was felt as we ended with the song.

When President HInckley was here in Michigan for the Detroit Temple Dedication we heard that he had requested Oreos and milk in his hotel room for a snack. :)  Bet the kids would love to hear that! :)

Also the book "In the Company of Prophets" (published by Deseet Book I think) gives a lot of fun insight into some of the more recent prophets likes and dislikes.  Good reading and good ideas to share with the kids!

Latter-Day Prophets
Sung to the tune of "Follow the Prophet"

Compiled from LDSPrimary e-mail list

JOSEPH SMITH

============

Joseph was a prophet, Chosen by the Lord.

When he saw the vision, He listened to the Word.

He received the Priesthood, Restored the Gospel Plan,

Lost his life for truth's sake, What a gift for man!

OR

Joseph was a prophet, given plates of gold.

Moroni came, and Joseph did as he was told.

He was the first prophet in these latter days.

He died as a martyr, and his name we praise.

(CHORUS)

BRIGHAM YOUNG

=============

Brigham was a prophet, Called to lead the way,

To a desert valley, In the latter days.

Brigham was a great man, Helped the pioneers,

Build their homes and temples, Overcome their fears.

OR

Brigham was a prophet, conquered many fears.

He was the great man who led the pioneers.

When he saw the valley, though it was no race,

He received a vision, said "this is the place."

(CHORUS)

JOHN TAYLOR

===========

John Taylor was a prophet, Honest, brave, and wise.

Stood up for the right way, Never told no lies.

At the Carthage jail, A bullet struck his chest,

Hit a watch inside his coat, Oh how he was blessed.

OR

John Taylor was a prophet, from England's land he hailed.

He, Joseph and Hyrum were illegally jailed.

He saw many days of trouble, hardship, strife.

His watch in his pocket really saved his life.

(CHORUS)


WILFORD WOODRUFF

=================

Wilford was a prophet, Gentle, kind, and pure.

Lived through many dangers.  Hardships he endured.

Crossed the plains and mountains, Helped the Church to grow.

Message from the Lord, Write the manifesto.

OR

Wilford was a prophet, He knew Joseph well.

Through his journals he did Church History tell.

Many men were jailed, he prayed with head bent low.

Then the Lord revealed the Manifesto.

(CHORUS)

LORENZO SNOW

=============

Lorenzo was a prophet, Mighty man who cared.

Crossed the plains to Utah, Oft'  his life was spared.

Had the gift to heal, Also raised the dead.

Pay your tithing to the Lord, This is what he said.

OR

When Lorenzo was a prophet, it was very dry.

The people were so worried, and they wondered why.

Be sure to pay your tithing, he told them very plain.
When the people paid it, it began to rain.

(CHORUS)

JOSEPH F. SMITH

==============

Joseph was a prophet, Patient, kind and strong.

Was the son of Hyrum, Hardship was his song.

Joseph loved the Lord, Served in many ways.

Helped the Church to prosper, Gracious was his days.

OR

Joseph F. the prophet, lost his father dear.

At the age of seven, was a pioneer.

Once a mob attacked him, he knew what to do.

He said "I'm a Mormon, true blue through and through."

(CHORUS)


HEBER J. GRANT

=============

Heber was a prophet, Loving, kind, and good.

Helped the poor and widows, Gave much more than he should.

He was such a great man, Always did his best.

When the task was hard, Always met the test.

OR

Heber was a prophet, loved his family.

He was as persistent as a man could be.

Whether it was writing, or learning to play ball.

Heber didn't give up, he gave it his all.

(CHORUS)

GEORGE ALBERT SMITH

===================

George Albert was a prophet, Carried a great name.

Smiths were his descendants, Blessed was his fame.

George Albert was a great man, Lived his creed each day.

Sharing the scouting program, Showing boys the way.

OR

George Albert was a prophet, a friend to every man.

"Help me to help others in every way I can"

Gave his coat away to someone else in need.

He lived as our Savior in his word and deed.

(CHORUS)

DAVID O. MCKAY

==============

David was a prophet, Teaching love to all.

Said to respect your families, There's no greater call.

Gave us great directions, To teach us F-H-E,

Promised us this blessing, Forever families.

OR

President McKay, the one called David O.

He lived many years, he helped the church to grow.

He loved little children, stressed home and family,

Said that every member a missionary be.

(CHORUS)


JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

====================

Joseph was a prophet, Third one called to serve.

Read the scriptures daily, He really knew the word.

Joseph loved the Lord, Served him all his days,

Valiant in his teaching, Stalwart were his ways.

OR

Joseph Fielding Smith he loved the scriptures true.

Was a gospel scholar, knew it through and through.

Loved to read and write, to sing and make a pie.

Joseph Fielding also really loved to fly.

(CHORUS)

HAROLD B. LEE

============

Harold was a prophet, Humble, kind , and strong.

Had a voice like thunder, Didn't serve too long.

Harold was a good man, Served with all his might.

Helped the welfare program, Knowing it was right.

OR

Harold Bingham Lee was born in Idaho.

He loved music and he played the piano.

He was so concerned about his fellow man.

Tried to help them through the Church's Welfare Plan.

(CHORUS)

SPENCER W. KIMBALL

==================

Spencer was a prophet, Friend of Lamanites.

Called us to repentance, Taught us what was right,

So he knelt in prayer to, Ask if it was good,

For all worthy men to, Claim the great Priesthood.

OR

Spencer Wooley Kimball, was the Savior's choice.

He spoke but a whisper when he lost his voice.

Do it was his motto, and Lengthen your stride.

He served and loved the people 'til the day he died.

(CHORUS)


EZRA TAFT BENSON

================

Ezra was a prophet, Spoke to man for God.

Listen to his wise words, Hold on to the Rod.

Read the Book of Mormon, Was his great command,

Gets you closer to the Lord, When you take this stand.

OR

Dear President Benson warned us about pride.

Read the Book of Mormon, he said 'til he died.

It will strengthen lives and testimonies too.

If you read and study, you will know it's true.

(CHORUS)

HOWARD W. HUNTER

=================

Howard was a prophet, Called when he was old,

From his sturdy wheelchair, Spoke God's words so bold.

Be more kind and loving, was his gentle plea,

Get more temple ready, Live eternally.

OR

Howard W. Hunter was a loving man.

He urged us to follow the Savior and his plan.

Please attend the temple to gain the blessings there.

Be more kind to others and with your neighbors share.

(CHORUS)

GORDON B. HINCKLEY

==================

Gordon is the prophet, Prophet of the world,

Visits every nation, Bringing them God's word.

With a sense of humor, He looks you in the eye,

Be more like the Savior, Is his great reply.

OR

President Hinckley is the prophet on the earth today.

His great words of counsel will show us the way.

His words at each conference are the words of God.

We should hold unto them, like the Iron Rod.

(CHORUS)


All 15 Prophets have a verse about them...to help little kids understand the Prophet better....



FOLLOW THE PROPHET

Lyrics by Dave Conway

Joseph Smith the Prophet,

First in latter days,

Through the Book of Mormon

Showed us ancient ways.

In a world of darkness,

He revealed the light,

Bringing forth the gospel,

Teaching us what's right.

CHORUS:

Brigham Young the Lion,

Favored of the Lord,

Led the Saints to Zion

Seeking their reward.

Built the Salt Lake Temple

And today we see

How such faith and courage

Blesses you and me.

CHORUS:

Now there's Gordon Hinckley,

Champion of truth.

Loves Primary children;

Cherishes the youth.

Travels many countries

Teaching Father's plan;

Building sacred temples

In so many lands.

CHORUS:

Prophet FHE #1

WHAT IS A PROPHET?

By Mendy Stucki
Objective: 
To help children understand what a prophet does, his many roles, and how he leads his people. And to increase their testimony of following a living prophet.

Scriptures: D&C 21:5, JS-history 1: 11-20, D&C 27:12,13 Jacob 4:4-5 Mosiah 8:16-17

Songs: We Listen to a Prophets Voice Hymns,no22,

Follow the prophet CS, 110 last verse.
Materials needed:A. Copies of scriptures
B. A picture of the living prophet,  Ezra T. Benson, Joseph F. Smith, and the Savior, http://members.iinet.net.au/~soneil/lds/pic_index.html
C. Glasses 
D. flashlight. 
E. Blindfold
F. Either show car keys or make keys.Opening Song: We listen to a prophets voice Hymns 22
Opening Prayer:
Attention Getter:
Turn out the light, let the children feel what it is like to be in darkness. Tell them that because of wickedness, Jesus Christ church was taken away from the earth..and for many years people lived in darkness with no prophet to guide them..Jesus Christ restored his church to the earth through the prophet Joseph Smith and because of the restoration there is light(turn on the flashlight) on the earth again. The heavens are opened and our prophet speaks the will of our Heavenly Father to us.
Optional activity:
Read Joseph Smith History 11-20 or watch the First Vision Video
Discussion: 
What is a prophet?
Show a picture of the living prophet. Ask the children to explain what they know about him and the position he holds.

1. The prophet speaks for God. He is a Revelator of God
s will for us.

Read D&C 21:5

For his word ye shall receive, as if from my own mouth, in all patience and faith
.Sing the first two lines of the song We listen to a Prophets Voice.
We listen to the prophets voice and hear the savior too.
With love he bids us do the work the Lord would have us do.
Optional activity: Blindmans bluff game. Have one child blindfolded and have the other children give him directions to get to a certain spot in the room.. Have ONE child give the right directions and the other children give the wrong directions. When the child finally reaches the correct spot. Discuss how important it is that we follow the prophet in this day and age when there is so many people deceiving us and telling us incorrect information. The prophet speaks for God and tells us what things we need to do. And he will not lead us astray!
Show Picture of Joseh F. Smith
While serving as a counselor in the first Presidency, President Joseph F. Smith taught: " If [the President of the Church] should become unfaithful, God would remove him out of his place. I testify in the name of Israel’s God that he will not suffer the head of the Church, whom he has chosen to stand at the head, to transgress his laws and apostatize; the moment he should take a course that would in timelead to it, God would take him away. Why? Because to suffer a wicked man to occupy that position would be to llow, as it were, the fountain to become corrupted, which is something he will never permit" (Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed. [1939], 44-45)
2. The prophet is a seer.
Read Mosiah 8:16-17

16. And Ammon said that a seer is a revelator and a prophet also; and a gift which is greater can no man have, except he should possess the power of God, Which no man can; yet a man may have great power given him from God.
17. But a seer can know of things which are past, and also of things which are to come, and by them shall all things be revealed, or, rather, shall secret things be made manifest, and hidden things shall come to light, and things which are not known shall be made known by them, and also things shall be made known by them which otherwise could not be known.
Show the children the glasses.. Tell them that sometimes when our eyes don
t see very well we may be required to wear glasses to make things clearer and brighter to our natural eye.
A SEER is like spiritual eyeglasses. As a seer, our prophet can see what we can not see with our natural eye. As a seer, he can also have the power to translate ancient records. And see things both past and future with more clarity and brightness so that he can interpret god
s plan and so that he can lead and direct us and help us to see the iron rod. (which is the word of God and the path that leads back to our Father in Heaven).
Sing the second two lines of the song
The savior calls his chosen seer to preach the word of god.
That men might learn to find the path marked by the iron rod.
3. The prophet is a teacher. He preaches the gospel to the world.
At general conference we are taught by our prophet and his apostles the things we need to learn. If we listen carefully we will know what our Savior wishes for us to do. General Conference is broadcast all over the world so that everyone in every language can hear what our prophet wants to tell us. He also travels all over the world preaching the gospel to other nations. All around the world people hear our prophets voice and message.
Show a picture of the prohet Ezra T. Benson
At General conference in April 1989, President Benson
s message was to you the children of the church. He said: "Today I desire to teach you what our Heavenly Father wants you to know so that you can learn to do his will and enjoy true happiness. It will help you now and throughout your life." Then he told you that Heavenly Father wants you to read the Book of Mormon, to pray every day, to honor your fathers and mothers, to attend sacrament meeting and Primary, and to choose the right in everything you do. Near the end of his talk, he declared: "God Bless the children of this church. How I love you! How Heavenly Father loves you!" (See Ensign, May 1989, pgs. 81-83)
Our current prophet tells us to develop good friendships, Have self respect for our bodies, stay away from drugs, be honest, look forward to a Temple marriage, and get a good education.

Sing the first two lines of the second verse:
In every land, in every tongue, our prophet will be heard;
How swiftly round the world his voice reveals the gospel word.!
4. The prophet testifies of Christ and tells us he will come.Read: Jacob 4:4-5

4. For, for this intent have we written these things, that they may know that we knew of Christ, and we had a hope of his glory many hundred years before his coming; and not only we ourselves had a hope of his glory, but also all the holy prophets which were before us.
5. Behold, they believed in Christ and worshiped the Father in his name, and also we worship the Father in his name. And for this intent we keep the law of Moses, it pointing our souls to him; and for this cause it is sanctified unto us for righteousness, even as it was accounted unto Abraham in the wilderness to be obedient unto the commands of God in offering up his son Issac, which is a similitude of God and his Only Begotten Son.
Show a picture of the savior.
Gordon B. Hinckley’s testimony of the Savior.
I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the eternal, living God. I believe in Him as the Firstborn of the Father and the Only Begotten of the father in the flesh. I believe in Him as an individual, separate and distinct from his father...
I believe that in His mortal life He was the one perfect man to walk the earth. I believe that in his words are to be found that light and truth which, if observed, would save the world and bring exaltation to mankind...
I believe that through His atoning sacrifice, the offering of His life on Calvary
s Hill, He expiated the sins of mankind, relieving us from the burden of sin if we follow Him. I believe in the reality and the power of His resurrection...
None so great has ever walked the earth. None other has made a comparable sacrifice or granted a comparable blessing. He is the Savior and the Redeemer of the world. I believe in Him. I declare his divinity without equivocation or compromise. I love Him. I speak His name in reverence and wonder. I worship Him as I worship his Father, in spirit and in truth. I thank Him and kneel before His wounded feet and hands and side, amazed at the love he offers me. (ENSIGN, NOV. 1986, pp.50-51)
Sing the last two verses of the second verse and the first two of the third verse
The sacred message that he brings will witness and agree
With every prophet called of God throughout earth’s history
Hosanna! Let our praise ascend unto the savior’s throne;
Rejoice! The prophet has confirmed that by Him we are known.
5. The prophet holds all the keys to the priesthood and kingdom of God.
Read D&C 27:12

12. And also with Peter and James and John, whom I have sent unto you, by whom I have ordained you and confirmed you to be apostles, and especial witnesses of my name, and bear the keys of your ministry and of the same things which I reveled unto them;
13. Unto whom I have committed the keys of my kingdom and a dispensation of my gospel for the last times; and for the fulness of times, in the which I will gather together in one all things, both which are in heaven and which are on earth;
Think of the keys that your mom and dad use to start your car.. These keys start up the engine..think of the prophet as the engine of your car( he needs keys to keep the church running.... these keys are from Heavenly Father. They help give directions to his church on this earth).. The prophet uses these keys to power our vehicle (and our family) to our destination which is the kingdom of God.
Optional craft: make paper keys. See pattern below. Tie together with yarn. 
See also D&C 65:1-2 He holds the keys of the kingdom, that is the governing power and authority to administer in all spiritual and temporal affairs of the church. By delegation, General Authorities, temple presidents, mission presidents, stake presidents, bishops, and others receive keys pertaining to specific offices in their own areas. Thus through the Presidents authority, salvation becomes available to all people.
He holds all the keys to the sealing ordinances of the temple, Only the prophet can grant a cancellation of a sealing. All temples are under his direct supervision..(taken from Latter Day prophets by Roy E. West)
Sing the last two verses of the song
Attend, ye earth! The prophet speaks; come listen and obey.
He is the man who holds the keys of priesthood power today.
 
Bear your testimony that you know that there is a living prophet today.
Song: Follow the prophet last verse

Now we have a world where people are confused;
if you don’t believe it, Go and watch the news.
We can get direction all along the way;
If we heed the prophets; Follow what they say.
Follow the prophet, Follow the prophet
Follow the prophet Don’t go astray.
Follow the prophet, Follow the prophet
Follow the prophet, He knows the way.
 
Close with a prayer.
Idea for a treat: Prophet Pie. Make any kind of pie and relate it to a prophet. Explain that although he looks whole on the outside. His mantle is divided into many roles.. Divide the pie...into equal portions. Prophet, Seer, Revelator, Teacher, Priestood President, Husband and Father. Other examples…explain that although the prophet is hard and firm in the gospel like the crust he is actually so good on the inside and full of love for everyone.

-Compiled by Mendy Stucki Green Valley 6th Ward, St. George, Utah
Prophet FHE #2

The Prophet is the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Objective : To explain the duties of the President of the Church and the magnitude of his calling so that children will be better able to sustain their leaders and follow the prophet.

Scriptures: D&C 107:91

Songs: The Sixth Article of Faith. CS,126 Latter Day prophets CS,134

Materials needed:

A. Cans of soup or food..(20)

B. Tape

C. A back pack or sack or pillowcase

D. Pictures of all the Latter Day prophets 

E. Pictures of the Apostles and First Presidency

F. Pencils for each child

G. Copy of Chapel and scissors to cut it out.

H. Copies of scriptures

I. Empty soup or food cans...Start saving them now! One for each child!

Prepare ahead if desired.. Soup cans labeled with the duties of the President. Also soup Cans labed with I can follow the Prophet.

Opening Song: The sixth Article of Faith CS,126

We believe in the same organization that existed in the primitive church, namely apostles ,prophets, pastors teachers, evangelists and so forth.. .AOF #6

Opening Prayer by invitation

Attention getter:

Have the kids help you build a chapel that shows the organization of the church.. See pattern below. Print on cardstock.

Discussion:

1. The President of the Church is foreordained by God.

D&C 107

History will remember the Election 2000 .... because of a close vote the media, lawyers and people of the United States were in a Circus. For along time we did not know who the next President of the United States would be. People were fighting on all sides ..... and both the Republican and Democrat parties were claiming Unfair! Unfair!!(Taken from an idea in N Eldon Tanner’s talk The Priesthood and the Presidency 

Thank goodness that in Heavenly Father’s church there is no contention concerning the succession in Presidency…a system is set up and thereby maintained by God that the prophet is the President of the Church until he dies. All apostles hold these keys of prophet seer and revelator, at the time of their ordination so that when the time comes that a President dies, then The First Presidency is dissolved and the surviving members take their place in the Quorum, by their ordination dates. Whomever is the President of the Twelve Apostles (or senior apostle by dates) at that time becomes the next President of the Church....They are sustained by the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles in the Temple and then the new President is sustained by the Church body at the next conference.

Read Gordon B. Hinckley’s feelings about when he was made President if you have time (see below)

Review the Line of Authority with the children (Taken from Latter day prophets by Emerson R. West)

“Each president has been uniquely selected for the time and situation which the world and Church needed. All were men of the hour” ......

Contemplate the miracle of that foreordination and preparation! Though called and given keys years prior to the time that the mantle fell upon him, the President was always the right man in the right place for the times. (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson p.142)

Sing Latter day Prophets CS 134 ( music at www.lds.org look under magazines &type in Latter day Prophets.)

2. The President of the Church has many Duties.

Say to the children: Lets pretend that Dad is the president of the church. The president of the Church has many responsibilities. Put a backpack on Dad (Tell him ahead to moan and groan as soon as the responsibilities seem heavy). Taking the Cans or rocks that you have labeled. Start placing the"President duties" in the backpack.
 
1. The President is the prophet, seer and Revelator.

A. He speaks God’s will on Church Organization, Church Doctrine and contemporary world matters.

B. Only one on earth that can receive revelation for the church.

2. Holds all the" keys to the kingdom". Including Priesthood and sealing keys.

3. All Temples and Temple building is under his direction.

A. The mission of the church is to redeem the dead.

4. He has responsibility for the welfare of the church.

A. Receives progress and problem reports
B. Preserves order in the church.

5. He is trustee-in-trust for the Corporation of the President.

A. Holds title to all properties of the church.

6. He acts as Chairman of the Church Board of Education.

7. He is responsible for the preparation and procedure of General Conference.

8. The president often addresses the public.

A. He attends funerals, firesides stake meetings, women’s meetings, priesthood meetings.

B. He speaks in General conference, and many, many other meetings...

9. He dedicates temples and other church buildings.

10. He ordains and sets apart various Church officers.

11. He teaches and preaches the gospel to all the world

A. Travels to many different countries to strengthen the gospel stakes.

B. Greets the notables of the world that come to SLC.

12. He writes quarterly articles for the Ensign

A. Everything that the prophet says is considered scripture.

B. All talks have to be written out so that they can be translated and sent to the world. 

13. Meets once a week in the Temple with the apostles.

14. Is responsible for Missionary callings. And the missionary movement.

15. He fulfills the needs and welfare of those countries in crisis.

A. Example: He went to Honduras to see how he could help. Organized and Sent tons of food and supplies to help the needy.

16. He is the President of the High priesthood.

17. He is an architect. He Designs and oversees.

A. Example: Building of the new conference center...one only has to look at this building to know it was inspired of God.

18. He is a husband , a father and grandfather

19. His life exemplifies Christ.

A. He is a true disciple of Christ. His life reflects commitment, courage, moral excellence, knowledge, patience, humility, temperance, kindness, long-suffering, charity, love, faith and hope, and godliness.

20. He testifies of Christ. 

Show a Picture of The First Presidency

Now as dad is struggling to hold up this load tell the children that The President of the Church has two counselors that help to "Bear him Up". Have two children come up and help bear up the " President". He also has 12 apostles that he can delegate some responsibilities to. And they in turn delegate responsibilities to other Priesthood leaders. Such as Bishops and stake presidents and Patriarchs and teachers. The Savior also helps the President of the Church! He is the cornerstone of our Church! He presides at the head!

Let each child feel how heavy the responsibilities are..

Memorize the 12 apostles names by this Poem see poem & pictures of these apostles at 
http://primary_art.tripod.com/ga_mem.html
Show Pictures of the twelve apostles.

Packer, Perry, Haight... these men are really great!

Nelson, Maxwell, Oaks... these men are nice folks!

Ballard,, Wirtlin, Scott...We love these men a lot!

Hales ,Holland, Eyring...their words are quite Inspiring!

 
3. I "Can" help the President of the Church

How can each of you help shoulder some of the responsibility of the President?

By saying I can!! As the children say things to help the President take a can out of the backpack!

1. I can Choose the right.

2. I can sustain the prophet and listen to his teachings.

3. I can pray for the prophet.

4. I can be an example and missionary to my friends.

5. I can help my Mom and Dad to magnify their callings.

6. I can encourage my Mom and Dad to go to the temple.

7. I can do pay a full Tithing.

8. I can attend church. And fulfill my priesthood responsibilities.

9. I can live worthy to get married in the temple.

10. I can get baptized and prepare to go on a mission.

Tell the children that when we are doing what is right...It will help the President of the church. 

4.. I "can" help the President by living the Mission of the Church.

The mission of the church is to:

1. Perfect the Saints

2. Redeem the Dead and

3. Proclaim the Gospel.

Sing: I belong to the church fo Jesus Christ CS77

Closing Prayer: by invitation.

Treat Idea: Take an empty soup or food can and make sure there is no rough edges. Put the label. I "Can" help the prophet! (See below) Fill the can with treats and tell the children that every time they are eating a treat to remember to Follow the Prophet.

Gordon B Hinckley explaining On April 2,1995 the feelings he had about his succession to the Presidency. (Taken from Ensign, May1995)

With President Hunter’s passing, the First Presidency was dissolved. Brother Monson and I, who had served as his counselors, took our places in the Quorum of the Twelve, which became the presiding authority of the Church.

Three weeks ago today all of the living ordained Apostles gathered in a spirit of fasting and prayer in the upper room of the temple. Here we sang a sacred hymn and prayed together. We partook of the sacrament of the Lord

s supper, renewing in that sacred, symbolic testament our covenants and our relationship with Him who is our divine Redeemer. The presidency was then reorganized, following a precedent well established through generations of the past.

There was no campaigning, no contest, no ambition for office. It was quiet, peaceful, simple, and sacred. It was done after the pattern which the Lord Himself had put in place.

We have received from many people expressions of congratulations and confidence. These have come from members of the Church and from those not of our faith. To one and all I express my deep appreciation. I know full well that it is not the man whom they compliment, but, rather, the office. Yesterday morning members of the Church across the world met together in a solemn assembly. You raised your hands, without compulsion and of your own free will, to confirm the action taken by the Apostles three weeks ago and to sustain those called to serve.
Can Labels (make bigger to put on cans)

1. The President is the prophet, seer and Revelator.

 

2. Holds all the " keys to the kingdom".

 

3. All Temples and Temple building is under his direction.

 

4. He has responsibility for the welfare of the church.

 

5. He is trustee-in-trust for the Corporation of the President.

 

6. He acts as Chairman of the Church Board of Education.

 

7. He is responsible for the preparation of General Conference.

 

8. The president often addresses the public.

 

9. He dedicates temples and other Church buildings.

 

10. He ordains and sets apart various Church officers.

 

11. He teaches and preaches the gospel to all the world

 

12. He writes quarterly articles for the Ensign

 

13. Meets once a week in the Temple with the apostles.

 

14. Is responsible for Missionary callings.

 

15. He fulfills the needs and Welfare of those countries in crisis.

 

16. He is the President of the High priesthood.

 

17. He is an architect.

 

18. He is a husband a father and grandfather

 

19. His life exemplifies Christ.

.

20. He testifies of Christ.  
I Can Follow The Prophet
Line of Authority
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
Peter, James and John
were ordained Apostles by the Lord Jesus Christ ( John 15:16)

Joseph Smith, JR., and Oliver Cowdery

received the Melchizedek Priesthood and Apostleship in 1829 from Peter, James, and John

The Three Witnesses

were called by revelation to choose the Twelve Apostles and on February 14,1835, were blessed by the First Presidency, (Joseph simth, Jr., Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams, to ordain the Twelve Apostles.
Brigham Young
was ordained an Apostle, February 14, 1835, by Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris.

Joseph F. Smith

was ordained an Apostle, July 1, 1866, by Brigham Young

David O. Mckay

was ordained an Apostle, April 9, 1906, by Joseph F. Smith

Gordon B. Hinckley

was ordained an Apostle, October5, 1961, by David O. Mckay

 
Additional Materials for this lesson:

Church Presidents Crossword Puzzle: April 1999 Friend, Funstuff

Prophet FHE #3

Heavenly Father Prepared the Current

Prophet to be the Prophet today

By Mendy Stucki

Objective: To encourage youth to make righteous choices in their lives, to follow the example of Gordon B. Hinckley’s life, and to more fully explain the doctrine of Foreordination as it applies to their own lives.

Scripture: Abraham 3:23

Songs: "We Thank thee O God, for a Prophet Hymns #19, "Gordon B. Hinckley Constant as the North Star" Friend June 1996 I am a Child of God. CS page 2. Follow the Prophet. CS 110.

Materials Needed:

A. Mask of the Prophet( or picture), Suit coat, pants and Tie

B. String, tape, scissors, and flannel board or poster board to tape pictures to.

C. Play/real Microphones

D. Copies of the scriptures

E. Copies of the song" Gordon B. Hinckley Constant as the North Star."

F. Copies of the Skit for Dad/Mom

G. Children’s Songbook & Copy of a FRIEND.

Preparation: 

Make a mask by tying knots on one side of the prophet mask, fitting it to your face and tying it on the other side with enough string in order to keep it securely on your face. Make sure you cut out spots for the mouth, and eyes. Or if you cant do the mask just hold a picture of the Prophet in front of Dad. Prior to FHE have Dad leave the room and go into another room of the house. Or if you have no Father figure in the household have a neighbor or friend volunteer to do this. They need to get dressed in the suit coat pants and tie and be wearing the mask of the prophet. Run through the skit with your spouse.

Also Prepare cookie dough ahead of time. Make some play microphones if you don’t have any.

Cut out Visuals for story and prepare Star mobile ahead of time laminate if desired.

Attention Getter: 

Mom stands in front of the kids holding a Microphone. She excitedly exclaims,

Welcome members of the Audience to the Game Show "This Is Your Life!! "

I am your announcer Mrs_________________

We have a very Important guest today...... straight from the State of Utah and the City of Salt Lake.!

* He was born June 23, 1910 In Salt Lake City.

* He graduated from the University of Utah in English.

* He served a mission in Great Britain.

* He married the girl across the street in the SLC temple, and they have five children.

* He held the occupation of Church Business Executive.

* He wrote the Hymn "My Redeemer Lives"

* He is a world traveler and has visited every inhabited continent (49 countries)

* He is the architect of the new conference center and helped to establish temples worldwide.

* He is the oldest living employee of our Church, and the oldest living apostle of the Latter days.

.* He is the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints.

Welcome President Gordon B. Hinckley to (drum roll) This Is Your Life!!! (Dad comes out dressed as the prophet). (crowd cheers)

President Hinckley: Shakes announcers hand and says Thank you Mrs__________ for allowing me to come to see you tonight and teach your Children.

Sing: We Thank thee o God, for a Prophet Hymns #19

Prayer: By invitation

1. How Do we Know that God has foreordained The Prophet Gordon B. Hinckley to his work in the Latter Day?

Announcer: Thank You President Hinckley for taking time out of your busy schedule to appear on "This Is Your Life."

Pres. Hinckley: It’s no problem, I have a desire to get out and meet the people of the church, I just want to look into the eyes of the good saints, Wherever they are. We find good Saints wherever the Church is, I am so optimistic about this work and the way it is moving forward. (CN, Sept 9,1995, p.5.) 

Announcer: You are the 15th President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints.

How did you become the leader of such a huge world wide Church?

President Hinckley: Well I was ordained an apostle on October 5, 1961, and at that time, I received the authority and keys to become Prophet, Seer, and revelator. It is difficult for me to believe that the Lord is placing me in this most high and sacred responsibility...I hope the Lord has trained me to do what He expects of me. I will give Him total loyalty, and I will certainly seek His direction." (GBH, p.508) I believe God foresaw ahead of time that I would be a good leader. Lets turn to Abraham 3:23 in your scriptures.

22. Now the Lord had shown unto me, Abraham, the intelligences that were organized before the world was; and among all these there were many of the noble and great ones.

23. And God saw these souls that they were good, and he stood in the midst of them, and he said: These I will make my rulers; for he stood among those that were spirits, and he saw that they were good; and he said unto me: Abraham, thou art one of them; thou wast chosen before thou wast born.

I believe that I am a child of God, endowed with a divine birthright, I believe that there is something of divinity within each of you. I believe that we have a godly inheritance and that it is our responsibility, our obligation and our opportunity to cultivate and nurture the very best of these qualities within us. (Ensign, Aug. 1992,pp.6-7)

Announcer: Wow that is really interesting!! So God actually chose you before you were even born! So we all are Children of our Heavenly Father!! Lets take a commercial break and then we will get on with our interview.

COMMERCIAL (Hold up Sing with me Songbook)

Announcer:(LOUD) Do you ever wonder where you came from? How do you think you ended up here on earth? And What are you supposed to do here? If these questions have been running through your mind, then You need to buy the Children sing with me songbook, In this book on Page 2 is a marvelous song called I am a child of God. Lets sing part of this song now.

I am a child of God and he has sent me here, 

Has given me an earthly home with parents kind and dear.

Lead me guide me walk beside me help me find the way,

teach me all that I must do to live with him someday

This songbook is available at Church Bookstores and Distributions centers today!!! Get your copy while they last!

2. Our Prophet has lived a very righteous life and this has prepared him to be worthy enough to fulfill his mission here on earth, and become our Prophet.

Announcer: And now...We are back with President Gordon B. Hinckley! President what things in your life do you think prepared you to be the President today?

President Hinckley: I was called to England on a mission in 1933. It was the bottom of the Depression. Poverty was everywhere . . . people were struggling. They had nothing. They were on the dole. Those were very, very difficult times. We didn't get anywhere. To get people to listen to us was like knocking on a brick wall. They didn't want to hear; they were disillusioned; they were bitter. I had been there about a week or two. I wrote home to my father and said, "I'm not doing any good here. I'm just wasting my time." In about two weeks, I received an answer. He said, "Dear Gordon, I have your letter. . . . I have only one suggestion: Forget yourself and go to work." 

The day I received that letter, I also read in the Gospels we were studying this great statement of the Lord: "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it." (Matt. 16:25.) I got on my knees in that little bedroom . . . and made a pledge that I would try to give myself unto the Lord. The whole world changed. The fog lifted. The sun began to shine in my life. I had a new interest. I saw the beauty of this land. I saw the greatness of the people. I began to feel at home in this wonderful land. Everything that has happened to me since that's been good I can trace to that decision made in that little house . . . in Preston, Lancastershire. (Fireside, Nottingham, England, August, 1995)

(also see: Ensign July, 1987 p7)

Announcer: Wow! That is an amazing story! What did you do after your mission?

President Hinckley: I accepted a position and call from President Mckay to be on the Church’s Radio, Publicity, and Mission Literature Committee. And since 1935 I have been working for the Church. I have written many missionary tracts, and materials for missionaries. I also was involved in supervising the translation of the Book of Mormon into many languages, writing radio programs and other materials that would be of benefit to spreading the gospel to the world. I accepted a calling to the Sunday School Board and also served as a Stake President. I was an assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve for 2 years and then I was ordained as an apostle in 1961, and from 1981 to 1995 I served 14 years as a counselor in the First Presidency, to Prophets Spencer W. Kimball, Ezra T. Benson, and Howard W. Hunter. I have served over 42 years as a General Authority. (See "Go Forward with Faith" by Sheri L..Dew)

Announcer: Wow your qualifications are amazing!! You are truly were tutored by the Lord, and his prophets for this calling. I have heard that you pattern your life after the constancy of the North Star. That you want to be a man that the Lord and others could depend on in the midst of change and an unstable environment. Can you relate that story from your youth for our audience?

President Hinckley: Sure I would love to!

After a day of good, hard labor, my youngest brother Sherm and I would sleep out up the stars in the box of an old farm wagon. On those clear, clean summer nights, we would lie on our backs in that old wagon box and look at the myriads of stars in the heavens. We could identify some of the constellations and other stars as they were illustrated in the encyclopedia which was always available in our family library. We identified some of the more visible patterns in the heavens, but our favorite was the North Star. Each night, like many generations of boys before us, we would trace the Big Dipper, down the handle and out past the cup, to find the North Star.

We came to know of the constancy of that star...As the earth turned, the others appeared to move through the night. But the North Star held it’s position in line with the axis of the earth. Because of those boyhood musings, the polar star came to mean something to me. I recognized it as a constant in the midst of change. It was something that could always be counted on, something that was dependable, an anchor in what otherwise appeared to me a moving and unstable firmament. (Ensign, June 1995, p5)

Announcer: Thank you for telling this story, and I believe, that you are like this Star, constant and unchanging in your faith and testimony of Jesus Christ. A Star to follow in this world of darkness. An example from which to pattern our lives. We admire how stalwart and brave you stand. If you will excuse me, we will now pause for a commercial break.

COMMERCIAL ( hold up copy of the FRIEND June 1996 if poss)

Have you ever felt like you needed a FRIEND? A Friend to inspire and teach you, A friend to share a recipe with, to play games with, to sing with, to share stories with? Well I have just the FRIEND for you!! In this copy of the FRIEND..is the song Gordon B. Hinckley Constant as the North star. Written for his birthday. Lets sing this song in honor of our guest.

See June 1996 Friend for music
President Hinckley Constant as the North Star.

When President Hinckley was a boy he slept outside for fun,

He noticed all the stars would move except for one.

Chorus:

Be Constant as the North Star that shines for you and me.

Anchored in the gospel with pure integrity, 

Steadfast in your service to God and fellow man.

President Hinckley has shown us... that we can.

Discouraged while in the mission field, He read these words from home:

"Forget yourself and Go to work." His heart was stirred to (Chorus)

So if you’re discouraged or confused, just think of that bright Star. 

Remember what our Prophet said and who you are. (Chorus)

Announcer: Now that was a Wonderful song, so folks, I would encourage you to subscribe to the church magazines, and Get yourself a real FRIEND today!!

3. How should we live our life, so that We can be constant as the North Star, and emulate the life of our Prophet and fulfill the mission we are foreordained to accomplish?

Announcer: You know as a rule here on This is your life, we allow our guest to give a message to the audience on how they should live their lives so that they may someday become a guest on this show. Would you like to share a message that will inspire many other lives so that they can become great people, that will always live worthy and further the

Lord ‘s work on this earth?

President Hinckley: I believe that we are not chance creations in a universe of disorder. We lived before we were born. We were God's sons and daughters who shouted for joy. (See Job 38:7.) We knew our Father; He planned our future. We graduated from that life and matriculated in this. The statement is simple; the implications are profound. Life is a mission, not just the sputtering of a candle between a chance lighting and a gust of wind that blows it out forever. (Ensign, Jan 1994) 

The time has come for us to stand a little taller, to lift our eyes and stretch our minds to a greater comprehension and understanding of the grand millennial mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. This is a time to be strong. It is a time to move forward without hesitation, Knowing well the meaning, the breadth and the importance of our mission. It is a time to do what is right regardless of the consequences that might follow. It is a time to be found keeping the commandments. It is a season to reach out with kindness and love to those in distress and to those who are wandering in darkness and pain. It is time to be considerate and good, decent and courteous toward one another in all our relationships. In other words, to become more Christlike. (CN, April 9, 1995, p.17).

Announcer: President Hinckley we have enjoyed having you with us today, and we hope that we can do all the things that our Heavenly Father would want us to do. Thank you for helping us to realize our divine birthright, and also for making us realize that we have a Star (a prophet) to follow here on earth, that will lead us and guide us back to our Heavenly Father. 

:President Hinckley: I am honored! You are great young People. I have said again and again, we have the finest generation of young people ever in the history of this Church.....You know more about the gospel than those of my generation at your age did without any question. Furthermore, you are intrinsically better. You are wonderful people! (CN, Sept. 2, 1995, p2).

Star Mobile Craft (optional) Print these on Gold/Yellow cardstock Show the Star mobile. Write Follow the Prophet On the big star, and have each of the kids write their names on a small star that has a scripture reference to being a light in this world. Explain that by Following the Light of the big Star who is the prophet who speaks for the Lord, we can also be stars and shine forth our light to the world to help guide others out of darkness and into the gospel light..

Sing: Gordon B. Hinckley verse of Follow the Prophet.CS,110

Gordon is the prophet, Prophet of the world.

Visits every nation, Bringing them God’s word.

With a sense of humor, he looks you in the eye.

Be more like the Savior, Is his great reply.

Follow the Prophet, Follow the Prophet,

Follow the Prophet, Don’t Go astray.

Follow the Prophet, Follow the Prophet,

Follow the Prophet, He knows the way.

.Prayer: by invitation.

Idea for a treat. Make Star shaped sugar cookies. Explain to the children that our Prophet is like a North Star. He is firmly anchored in the gospel and will lead and guide us through the darkness of sin into the light of Christ. His message never changes to fit the world but is ever constant and dependable. His face and countenance shines like a star with the light of Christ. 

Star shaped sugar cookies

Crumbly, Moist Sugar Cookies

3/4 c butter

1 c sugar

2 eggs

1 tsp vanilla

2 1/2 c all-purpose flour

1 tsp baking powder 

1 tsp salt 

Sift together flour, baking powder and salt. Set aside. Cream butter, sugar, eggs, and vanilla. Stir in sifted ingredients. Chill dough thoroughly (at least 2 hours). Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Roll dough, a segment at a time, to 1/8 inch thickness. Cut with cookie cutter, Star shape. Place on ungreased cookie sheet and bake 6-8 min. Be careful not to overbake. Yield 4 dozen. 

Additional Materials for this lesson:

Heroes and Heroines: President Gordon B. Hinckley—October 1995 Friend

Follow the Prophet, February 1997 Friend

Prophet FHE #4

Heavenly Father tells us things through our

 Prophet at General Conference.

Objective: To prepare our children to listen to General Conference and to hear the words of the Prophet and the other Apostles. And by so listening, to gain a testimony of our Savior Jesus Christ and the things he is telling us through our Prophets.
Song: Come Listen to a Prophets Voice Hymns #21 , At Conference Time, Friend Oct 1997
Scriptures: D&C 1:38 and 1:14, Matthew 11:15
Materials needed:
A. Copies of the scriptures.
B. Copies of the Song "At Conference Time"
C. Two copies of the Skit- Am I following the Brethren?

D. Activities for General Conference for each child.
E. Copy of My Conference Report for each Child.
F. Copies on cardstock Of the "Listen to the Prophet" banner. Ribbon or Yarn to weave and hang it with.
G. Pictures of Noah, Lehi (liahona), Abinadi and President Hinckley http://www.shire.net/mormon/pictures/
http://members.iinet.net.au/~soneil/lds/pic_index.html
Preparation: Choose two people that can read to preform the skit. Punch holes in the circles of the " Listen to the Prophet" Banner. Make sure you have ribbon cut for each child enough to tie a bow at the top. Prepare either the bunny cake or get chocolate bunnies for each of the children.
Opening Song:: Come Listen to a Prophets voice.
Prayer: by invitation
Attention Getter: Explain to the children that this skit is between a nonmember and a member.
Do I follow the Brethren? (Taken from 34822, AP 3,24: Follow the Prophet, Obj. 90)
Steve(nonmemeber): Do you really believe that your church has a living Prophet?
Scott( LatterDay Saint): Yes, I believe that the President of our church is a Prophet. He receives revelation from Heavenly Father.
Steve: How often does your prophet receive revelations from God?
Scott: Constantly, I guess. Whenever the Church needs guidance.
Steve: How do you find out what those revelations are?
Scott: Mainly from our General Conferences.
Steve: Can everybody in your church go to those?
Scott: No. The church is too big. But the conference sessions are broadcast on television and by satellite. And everybody can read the prophets words in the Conference Report in the Church Magazines.
Steve: Do you think most people in your church read those?
Scott: Well, probably not everybody.
Steve: Do you read them?
Scott: Well, not usually. I’m very busy.
Steve: What did the Prophet say at your last conference?
Scott: Um, I don’t know. I was studying for a big test, and I was too busy to listen to the broadcasts. I have the conference issue of the Ensign, but I haven’t been able to read it yet.
Steve: Do you really believe in your Prophet?
Scott: Of course.
Steve: Well, how can you say you follow him when you don’t even know what he says?
Scott: I guess I haven’t been Following him very well lately. Looks down sadly and walks away.
1. Why should we listen to the Prophet at General conference?
Ask the Children to read from the Scriptures D&C 1:38.
38. "What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same."

Questions: What does this scripture mean to you? If the Lord does not excuse himself from his word, will we be excused if we do not listen to his word thorough the prophets?
What if we are too busy? Wont he understand? What will happen to those who do not listen to the prophets?
Read D&C 1:14
14. And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of the servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people.

Questions: What did the scripture say about the people that didn’t give heed to what the prophets had to say? What do you think that it means to be "cut off"?
2. How Can we have "ears to hear" the prophet’s message?

Have the Children touch their ears. ( or show a visual of an ear).
Have your parents ever suggested that you do something that you didn’t want to do? "Matthew, it’s your turn to do dishes," or Jessica, it’s time for you to go to bed," Even though you probably heard them, you may have pretended that you didn’t, or you may have ignored them.
Show Pictures of Noah’s Ark, Lehi , Abinadi and King Noah, and President Hinckley
God’s prophets have always told people the things that Heavenly Father wants them to do to be protected and to live happy lives. But often the people haven’t had ears to hear. That doesn’t mean that they don’t really have ears; it mens they haven’t wanted to listen and obey what the prophets have said." In Matthew 11:15, we read, " He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
When the Prophet Noah told the people of his day to repent, only his family had ears to hear. They boarded the ark and were saved from the flood. 
When the prophet Lehi told the people in Jerusalem that their city would soon be destroyed and that they needed to repent to be saved, most of them didn’t listen. Instead, they were angry with him and mocked him. Lehi’s family, however, had ears to hear, and they were led away to safety. 
When the prophet Abinadi reached repentance to King Noah and his priests, Alma was the only one who had ears to hear. He repented of his sins and lived a righteous, happy life.
At general conference and at other times, our Prophets tell us important things that Heavenly Father wants us to do to solve the problems and accept the challenges that we have today. Just like those who listened to the prophets of old, we need to have ears to hear what the living prophet tells us. When we listen to the Prophet and follow his counsel, we can lead righteous, happy lives. (Friend June 1989 Sharing time "Ears to Hear")
3. How can we Study the words the Prophet speaks to us?
"The way I have enjoyed studying the Prophet’s word," reports Frank Perri "is by getting the audiocassette tapes of conference and keeping them in my car. Since I drive a lot in my work, I can listen to inspirational talks again and again. This not only feeds my soul as I go about my daily work, it keeps me current on the Lord’s word to me as it comes through the Brethren.
We all need to study the General Conference talks so we can follow the Lord’s most recent counsel. Wise parents will involve their children in such a study.
In a General Conference, Elder Thomas Fyans told of one family "who will again do a very special thing following this conference." When the Ensign arrives with the conference addresses at their home, the family will immediately read the messages, with the older children reporting on selected addresses.
"Is there any wonder why the father says: " Our family regards General Conference as the lord’s list of things we should be concentrating on. It has meant more to us and our Children than words can say."
"How much are the instructions of conference going to mean to us? How much will they mean to us as parents?" (Ensign, Nov 1974, p.63.)
Show the Children the Listen to the Prophet Banner that you have made with the Prophet’s words of the past conferences on it. Explain that this will help them to have some of the words of their Prophet to study daily. Help them get the ribbon started weaving around the outside in and out of the holes and tying it in a bow at the top of the Poster. Have the Children hang it in there room to remind them of the things the Prophet wants us them to know...
4. What has our Prophet asked us to do after listening to conference?
At the last conference our prophet said: I hope that we shall ponder with subdued feelings the talks to which we have listened. I hope that we will quietly reflect on the wonderful things we have heard. I hope that we will feel a little more contrite and humble.
All of us have been edified. The test will come in the application of the teachings given. If hereafter, we are a little more kind, if we are a little more neighborly, if we have drawn nearer to the Savior, with a more firm resolution to follow His teachings and His example, then this Conference will have been a wonderful success. If, on the other hand, there is no improvement in our lives, then those who have spoken will have in large measure failed. (Gordon B Hinckley October 2000 conference)
5. How can our Family better Prepare to listen to Conference next week.?
How can we make Conference Weekend Special? What do we need to do to prepare?
Delegate assignments to each child for next conference and prepare them that they will be giving a report in the next FHE on a specific conference talk that they listen to.
Suggestions:
1. Get all the work done on Friday.
2. Prepare ahead special Lunches and Dinners for these days. Or plan a Picnic between sessions.
3. Prepare ahead special treats for Conference Watching. 
4. Make a Conference Report for each child. To use for the next FHE.
5. Do a Conference activity. ( Glorianne Muggli has some conference games in her book also)
6. Choose a Scriptural theme for Conference weekend and decorate with the theme using simple hand drawn pictures, and place them around the family room. 
7. Have someone plan a word game. With a list of words they might hear during conference, put these on a poster by the TV. When you have heard a word that is on the poster, keep score, the one who is listening closest will win. 
8. Provide a small notebook for taking notes, or for the Older children it can be a conference journal. Of thing that they felt they learned form the speakers.
Most of these ideas can be found in (March 2000 Ensign pg. 70)
Make up your own traditions, but do something to make Conference time special for your Children. . "By planning ahead, we hope our children will always look on conference weekend as a time for a special feast, both temporally and spiritually. Because of these simple traditions, our Children now cheer when we tell the conference is coming." Says Cynthia Watte Connell,. (in the Article "Our General Conference Feast" March 2000 Ensign)
If you have available the Picture of all the General Authorities share it with your children and post it somewhere near your Conference watching. Go over it with them and let them know about the apostles. You could even make a game out of this.
Sing: At Conference Time, Friend Oct 1996
Prayer: by invitation
Idea for a treat:
Bunny Ears cake or Chocolate bunnies. Explain to the Children that we should be like a bunny rabbit...at Conference time....having Long ears to listen to the Prophet and then we should Hippity Hop to do the will of the lord that he has revealed through the prophet.
http://thepartyworks.com/easter1.htm Bunny cupcakes
Mr. Rabbit
2 1/4 cups Baker’s Angel Flake coconut, divided
Red food coloring
2 (9-inch) round cake layers cooled

white frosting

2 green starlight mints (for eyes)

2 green gumdrops (for eyes)

Red String Licorice ( for whiskers and mouth)

1 purple gumdrop (for nose)

Red licorice sticks to outline bow tie.

Chewy candies ( for bow tie)

1. Tint 1/4 cup of the coconut pink using red food coloring. Put desired amount in a plastic bag and add small amount of red food coloring diluted with 1/8 teaspoon of water. Close bag and shake until all coconut is tinted pink.

2. Leave one cake whole and cut the other cake in equal size ears so that it makes a bow tie in the middle of the cut cake. Arrange with ears coming out one end and bow tie below the face. 

3. Use a small amount of frosting to hold pieces together.

4. Frost cake with remaining frosting. Sprinkle 2 cups of white coconut over the cake except center of ears. Sprinkle pink coconut inside of the ears.

5. Decorate cake using remaining ingredients.

Will send picture soon.

Conference Time
By Mabel Jones Gabbott

It’s conference time in Salt Lake City,

     Where flowers bloom on Temple Square.

The Saints have come by wheels or jet plane;

     A special feeling fills the air.

The Tabernacle doors are open;

     Now friends can meet along each aisle.

The organ thrills us with its music.

     It’s conference time; the heavens smile.

Before it’s over, rain may freshen

     The grounds and people outside there,

Just as the words we hear will quicken

     Our thirsty hearts like answered prayer.

It’s conference time. The Brethren speak

     In faith and truth—no doubt, no fear.

Then the Lord’s own chosen prophet

     Will bless the people far and near.

Gospel topic: general conference
Conference Messages to Me

To make your Conference Messages to Me booklet, undo the staples, remove pages 24 and 25, and refasten the staples. Cut off the calendar section and hang it on your wall or bulletin board. Mount the General Authority cards on heavy paper or poster board, cut the cards apart, and punch holes where marked at the top of each card. To form your booklet, stack the cards in order, thread a string through the holes, and tie it.

As you listen to members of the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve speak at April general conference, write or draw a picture of at least one of the things each of them has asked you to do during the next six months. Refer to your booklet often during the following weeks to remind yourself of what the Brethren have counseled.

Gospel topic: general conference
Listening to General Conference
By Pat Graham
Instructions

Pat Graham, “Listening to General Conference,” Friend, Apr. 2000, 25
1. Carefully remove pages 24-25 from the magazine, cut out the “My Conference Report” worksheets for two sessions of general conference, and make additional copies as needed.

2. Read the conference report worksheet before conference begins so that you will know what to listen for.

3. As you listen to conference, answer the questions and follow the instructions given in “My Conference Report.”

4. Ask your parents if you may give your conference report in family home evening.

My Conference Report
Date:_________________

Name: _______________

Age: _________________

Who conducted conference? (Circle)

President Gordon B. Hinckley
President Thomas S. Monson
President James E. Faust

Session: ____________________

What choir sang? ________________________________

Who conducted the choir? ________________________

Who played the organ? ___________________________

My favorite hymn sung by the choir was: _________________________________.

Speakers I listened to:

Name: __________________________________

Subject: _________________________________

Name: __________________________________

Subject: _________________________________

Name: __________________________________

Subject: _________________________________

Name: __________________________________

Subject: _________________________________

Scripture story or other story I heard during conference:

 _______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

One talk I really liked was given by: _____________________________.

Subject: ___________________________________

. _________________________________________

__________________________________________

After listening to conference, I decided to 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Draw a picture of what the weather was like during conference.

Gospel topic: general conference
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	Do not defile your bodies by wearing tattoes or other body peircings
	 Listen to good music; read good books; watch uplifting videos, movies, and TV programs.
Avoid books, magazines, videos, movies and TV shows, and stuff on the internet that is inappropriate.
	Be Honest and Virtuous.
Look forward to marrying in the house of the Lord.
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O


O
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O

	
	 Do not speak evil of others.
 Never,never, never run down
another.
	
	There is no greater work we can do,  than that of  raising our family.  
	

	
	Be prayerful. Express your gratitude to the Lord.
	 Have tolerance for those that are not of our faith
	 Keep the Sabbath day holy.
Attend sacrament meeting and Primary.
	

	
	
	Strengthen our testimony of the Savior
	
	

	
	
	 Do Missionary Work.
	
	

	
	I urge you to be clean in manner, to be courteous, to be respectful, to be honest. To  practice Self  Dicipline.
	[image: image2.jpg]



	 We have a divine birthright and it is our responsibility, our obligation and our opportunity to cultivate  and
 nurture the very best of these qualities within us.
	

	
	The Book of Mormon is true. It is its own great testimony of it's truth.
	Education is the Key that  

unlocks opportunity.  Do not cut your 
education short.
	Live the Word of Wisdom. Do not indulge in Illegal drugs.
	

	
	
	The time has come for us  to stand alittle taller, to lift our eyes and stretch our minds to a greater comprhension of the grand Millennial mission of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It is a time to do what is right regardless of the consequences... It is time to be considerate and good, decent and courteous toward one another in all our relationships. In other words, to become more Christlike.
	
	

	
	Beware of Pride.
	
	Do not abuse others.
	

	
	 Be optimistic!  Look for the sunshine not the storms.
	
	 Forgive those who injure us.
	

	
	Pay an honest full tithing
	
	The  best medicine for lonliness is  work and service in behalf of others
	

	
	                             Stand for Something!!
	

	
	           LISTEN TO           
 THE  PROPHET 
 
	

	O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O     O



(This is an updated version of a chart that appeared in the Friend when Ezra Taft Benson was the prophet)
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Prophet FHE #5

How Are Our Lives Blessed 

When We Follow the Prophet?

Objective: To help the Children to understand that all blessings from Heavenly Father are predicated upon following his laws. And to help them to see that our lives are blessed when we follow the Prophet.

Song: Count your Many Blessings Hymns #241 Hold to the Rod CS,274, Windows of Heaven Friend Nov 1996, Keep the Commandments CS,146,

Scriptures:: 1 Nephi 8, 1 Nephi 11-15, 3 Nephi 24:10 , 3 Nephi 12:1, Alma 36:30

Materials Needed:

A. Copy of Scriptures

B. An Iron Rod (see Preparation)

C. Some tempting treats and toys

D. Two posters: one labeled "Birth" and the other "Tree of Life". Picture of Jesus.

E. Copies for each Child of the "Nephi’s dream" poster and visuals. Print on cardstock

F. Pictures from Lehis dream visuals cut out.

G. May want to use "Window of Heaven" video (see ward library)

H. Cut out visuals for Lorenzo Snow Story of Titihing.

I. Make ahead cinammon rolls if desired.

Preparation: Make ahead and set up an Iron Rod out of a long Dowel or PVC pipe. Find Some way to suspend it (like on the backs of two chairs, or on quilt stands. Label one end birth and the other end THE TREE OF LIFE. Put a Picture of Jesus under the Tree of Life sign. Prayerfully study 1 Nephi 8 and 1 Nephi 11. Cut out trees and other visuals for the Nephi’s dream poster. Prepare Lehi’s dream pictures mount on flannel board or poster board.

Attention Getter: Set up a tree of life activity. Have the Children start at Birth, holding onto the rod. Darken the room, and have one child at a time progress along the Iron rod.. Have Mom and Dad tempt them with treats and toys to get them to let go of the rod and follow them. When the activity is done. Congratulate those that made it to the tree of life....without being tempted to let go of the iron rod..

Ask them how the activity made them feel. How did they feel in the dark and being tempted to let go of the rod? How did it feel to have people you knew and loved trying to lead you astray and make you let go of the rod? Explain how easy it is to let go of the rod...Satan is watching for us to stumble and let go. Sometimes our friends and those we love can lead us astray if we choose to follow after them and not God.

This Activity was made from a story in the Book of Mormon. Turn to 1st Nephi 8.

1. The Iron Rod is the Word of God.

Show Lehi Dream Visuals ( Friend Sept 1989)

The prophet Lehi had a dream or vision given to him. In it he saw an Iron rod, that helped people to find happiness. By holding to the iron rod, people were guided along the straight and narrow path that led to a tree. Many people tried to reach the tree to partake of the fruit. Some people strayed from the path, others were lost in the mists, and some let go of the rod because people were making fun of them from a great and spacious building. All these people were unhappy. Those who held on to the rod were safely guided to happiness and eternal life.

1 Nephi Chap. 11-15 Participation Story: Nephi dream poster ( Friend Jan 1983)

Show the Children the Tree of life (Nephi’s dream) poster and cut out visuals. As You tell of each item... Have them glue the pictures to the Poster. (You may want to do this on a hard surface).

Explain to the Children That Nephi had the same dream as his father. In the dream he saw that the Tree of Life was Jesus Christ and his love, (show the kids the picture of Christ under the sign) and the Fruit of the Tree was the opportunity for Eternal life. Lehi said that the fruit was desirable to make one happy, That it was the most sweet above all that he had ever tasted. Nephi said it was the Greatest of all the Gifts of God. Explain to the Children that Nephi also saw that the Spacious building was the Pride of the World. He said that the people in it (Israel) were fighting against the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb. Do we have people today that fight against the Apostles and do not listen to their words because they are too prideful to humble themselves and do what Jesus wants them to? Nephi beheld the Iron rod that it was the word of God. How do we know what the word of God is? (By reading the scriptures and listening to and obeying the words of the Prophets and apostles).

He saw the mists of darkness that they were the temptations of the devil and that the people who got lost in these mists were unhappy and sad. 

Nephi said that whosoever would hearken unto the word of God and hold fast unto it, they would never perish. Neither could the temptations and the fiery darts of the adversary overpower them unto blindness, to lead them away to destruction. Nephi pleaded with his siblings to Keep the Commandments.

 
Sing: Hold to the Rod. visuals at http://primary_art.tripod.com/iron_rod2.htm
To Nephi Seer of olden time, A vision came from God.

Wherein the holy word sublime Was shown an Iron Rod.

Hold to the rod, the iron rod; ‘Tis strong, and bright, and true.

The iron rod is the word of God; ‘Twill safely guide us through..

While on our journey here below, Beneath temptations’s pow’r

through mists of darkness we must go, in peril every hour. (Chorus)

And when temptation’s power is nigh, Our Pathway clouded o’er,

Upon the rod we can rely, And heaven’s aid implore. (Chorus)

2. "Holding to the Rod" Brings forth Blessings from our Heavenly Father.

We just found out through the Iron Rod story and activity that the greatest blessing and gift that we receive from our Heavenly Father for our willingness to follow the Prophet is to see Jesus and have Eternal life.

There are many ways that following the Prophets bless our lives.

I am going to tell you a story about What happened to the people that Followed the Prophet Lorenzo Snow. Read or watch part of the video. "Windows of Heaven

Show visuals President Lorenzo Snow Speaking in Conference, people working to plant crops, tithing to the storehouse, President Snow praying, People happy because of rain, Crops.

When Lorenzo Snow became the fifth President of the Church, the Church was deeply in debt. It had been expensive for the Church to solve its problems with the government, and there was no longer enough money to pay for everything the Church needed. President Snow prayed earnestly to learn what he should do about this serious problem. His prayer was not answered immediately, but he did receive a feeling that he should visit St. George and other towns in southern Utah. He did not know why he should go to southern Utah, but he knew he must obey the promptings of the Holy Ghost. He and other Church leaders traveled to St. George by train and horse-drawn carriage.

At the time of President Snow’’s visit, there had been no rain in southern Utah for months. As the Church leaders traveled south, President Snow noticed the dry earth and the thirsty plants and animals. Without rain the people in southern Utah did not know how they could grow crops to provide the food they needed to survive.

On 17 May 1899 President Snow spoke at a conference in St. George, Utah. During his talk, he suddenly paused. The room was still as everyone waited for him to speak. When he started talking again, his voice was strong, and the people could tell that he was speaking under the inspiration of the Lord. He said, ""The word of the Lord is: The time has now come for every Latter-day Saint to do the will of the Lord and to pay his tithing in full. That is the word of the Lord to you, and it will be the word of the Lord to every settlement throughout the land of Zion"" (quoted in LeRoi C. Snow, ""The Lord’’s Way Out of Bondage,"" p. 439).

President Snow told the Saints that the Lord was displeased with them because they had not been paying their tithing. He promised the people that if they paid their tithing, rain would fall and they would be able to plant and harvest good crops.

After his talk in St. George, President Snow wanted the whole Church to know about the revelation he had received. On his way back to Salt Lake City, he stopped in many settlements to preach the law of tithing to the people, and when he returned to Salt Lake City, he called an important meeting in the temple to talk to priesthood leaders about tithing. In one talk he said: ""The poorest of the poor can pay tithing; the Lord requires it at our hands. …… Everybody should pay tithing............The law shall be observed...........And we shall pay our debts.........God bless you"" (quoted in Carter E. Grant, The Kingdom of God Restored, p. 546). The Saints everywhere accepted what President Snow said and started paying tithing.

President Snow anxiously waited for the weather reports from southern Utah. One month passed, then two months, but no rain came. The people in St. George were not only paying a full tithe but were giving even more as offerings to the Lord. The prophet prayed more earnestly that the Lord would bless the people. He had promised them rain if they would pay their tithing. Finally, on 2 August 1899, he received a telegram that read, ""Rain in St. George."" The Saints were blessed and were able to harvest their crops that fall.

In the year following President Snow’’s revelation, the Saints contributed twice as much in tithing as they had the previous two years. Not only were the Saints in St. George blessed with rain, but within eight years the Church was able to pay all its debts. Since that day, the Church has continued to have enough money to carry out the Lord’’s work because faithful Church members pay their tithing.

Read 3 Nephi 24:10 

10. Bring ye all the tithes into the Storehouse, that there may be meat in my house; and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord Of Hosts, if I will not open you the Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it."

 
The people of the Church were blessed with rain, and also the Church was blessed to be able to get out of debt. Truly the Lord did Pour out blessings on them, for their willingness to pay tithing.

Sing: The Windows of Heaven (Friend Nov 1996)

http://www.ldsdirect.com/lds/tithingbank.html Link to a tithing bank.

3. How is "Holding to the Rod" a Principle with a Promise?

3 Nephi 12:1

Jesus told the Nephites that Blessed are ye if ye shall give heed unto the words of these twelve whom I have chosen from among you to minister unto you, and to be your servants........

It is not any different today. We are still blessed if we follow the Prophets.

What Blessings does the Lord promise us if we Follow the Prophets?

Show visuals of the Gates of Hell, mists of Darkness, Heavens.

Read D&C 21:6,9

6. For by doing these things the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; yea, and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good and his name’s glory. 

9. For behold, I will bless all those who labor in my vineyard with a mighty blessing, and they shall believe on his words, which are given him through me by the Comforter, which manifesteth that Jesus was crucified by sinful men for the sins of the world, yea, for the remission of sins unto the contrite heart.

How have you been blessed by following the Prophets? How can we keep ourselves on the straight and narrow way? (We must learn the word of God by reading the scriptures, follow his Prophets and obey their counsel, and apply his word by praying daily and serving others.

In a conference talk called "Believe his Prophets" (Ensign May1992) 1st Counselor Gordon B. Hinckley repeated the story in 2 Chr. 20 and added as emphasis to " Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper."

See also Alma 36:30

30 ......inasmuch as ye keep the commandments of God ye shall Prosper in the Land.

So you can see that there are many wonderful blessings that we are entitled to if we Follow the Prophet.

4. We should thank God for all of our blessings, and always Keep his Commandments.

Read the Following Poem.

One day I started writing down,

My Blessings one by one.

I filled both sides of seven sheets,

And still did not get done.

I wrote down Friends and Family,

And legs that run and hop,

A cozy bed and clothes to wear

And, of course, my mom and pop.

I am grateful for so many things,

for sunsets, trees and rain,

for eyes to see, and ears to hear,

For being free from pain.

I wrote the name of Jesus down,

I’m thankful most for him.

Then added scriptures, music, love,

And my new puppy, Tim.

And now whenever I feel down,

and don’t know what to do,

I get my blessings notebook out.

And add a page or two.

-Maryann Wilson Mcknight (Friend Nov. 2000)

 
Give the children a blessing handout..Smaller Children get the Pictures and older children get the Blessings worksheet. They can work on these to enrich FHE and don’t necessarily have to be done tonight. ( taken from Friend Nov 1986 &1989)

Sing: Keep the Commandments (with visuals). http://primary_art.tripod.com/p_146.html
Keep the Commandments

Keep the commandments

In this there is safety,

in this there is peace.

He will send Blessings,

He will send Blessings,

Words of the Prophets,

Keep the Commandments,

In this there is safety and peace.

 
We are his Children, 

We are his Children,

and we must be tested 

to show we are true.

Hold to his Promises,

Hold to his Promises,

heeding the Prophets,

Keep the Commandments,

in this there is safety and peace.

 
Prayer: by invitation

Idea for a treat:

Give them the treats that you used to tempt them off of the Iron rod. Tell them that because they listened to the lesson really close like they would listen to a Prophet. That they can have this candy as their reward just like they will have much greater rewards if they continue to hold to the rod throughout their life. Tell them that Eternal Life is the Greatest Reward of all of God’s gifts.(rewards) to us. Encourage them to Hold to the Rod always.

OR make long cinnamon rolls in a rod type shape, drizzle powdered sugar frosting to sweeten. Tell them the shape is like the Iron rod. Encourage them to Feast upon the word of God that the word of God is sweet to the soul and encourage them to always Hold to the Rod. 

Easy and quick way: Buy the cinnamon roll dough that is already made at the store and just form in to rods and bake them and then drizzle frosting over them.

Powdered sugar icing

Combine 1 cup powdered sugar, 1/4 teaspoon vanilla, and enough milk for drizzling.

	Counting My Blessings

	My name is _______________________________.

	I am _________ years old.

	Today is ______________________.
                         (Date)

	These are some of the blessings I am grateful for:

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________


	Heavenly Father hears and answers my prayers. (See Morm. 9:21.)

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________


	The Holy Ghost guides me and helps me choose the right. (See John 14:16, 26.)

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________


	I receive strength and comfort when I have trials. (See Alma 36:3.)

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________

	_______________________________________


Who Am I Game Using Prophet’s Places of Baptism

I was baptized in the Susquehanna River on May 15, 1829.

I was 23 years old.

I was the first prophet in our times.

WHO AM I?       ( Joseph Smith)

I was baptized in my own millpond near Mendon, New York on April 14, 1832.

I was 30 years old.

I helped lead the pioneers to Utah.

WHO AM I?       (Brigham Young)

I was baptized in Black Creek in Georgetown, Ontario, Canada, on May 9, 1836.

I was 27 years old.

I was a Methodist preacher before I found the Gospel.

WHO AM I ?       (John Taylor)

I was baptized in an icy stream near Richland, New York on Dec. 31, 1833.

I was 26 years old.

 I began writing in my journal to improve my penmanship, and made a lifelong habit of keeping a journal.

WHO AM I?     (Wilford Woodruff)

 I was baptized in the Chagrin River, which runs through Kirtland, Ohio, on June 3, 1836.

I was 22 years old.

I was the last prophet who had actually known Joseph Smith personally.

WHO AM I?      (Lorenzo Snow)

I was baptized in City Creek, Salt Lake City, Utah, on May 21, 1852.

I was 13 years old.

I went on a mission to Hawaii when I was only fifteen years old.

WHO AM I?     (Joseph F. Smith)

I was baptized in a wagon box rigged up as an outdoor font behind Brigham Young's school in SLC, Utah, on June 6 1864.

I was 07-and-a-half years old.

I was able to give the very first talk over the radio for the Church.

WHO AM I?      (Heber J. Grant)

I was baptized in City Creek in Salt Lake City, Utah, on June 6, 1878.

I was 8 years old.

I was known for my Christlike love for others.

WHO AM I?      (George Albert Smith)

I was baptized in Spring Creek in Huntsville, Utah, on September 8, 1881.

I was 8 years old.

I am well known for my sayings "Every Member a Missionary" and "No other success can compensate for failure in the home."

WHO AM I?         (David O. McKay)

I was baptized by my father  on July 19, 1884, in Salt Lake City Utah, but records do not say where.  (It was a hot summer day so he was probably  baptized outdoors in City Creek.)

I was 8 years old.

I wrote many books during my life, and became prophet when I was 93-years old.

WHO AM I?          (Joseph Fielding Smith)

I was baptized in Bybee Pond, an old limekiln in Clifton, Idaho, on June 9, 1907.

I was 8 years old.

My middle initial stands for Brigham.

WHO AM I?    (Harold B. Lee)

 I was baptized when I was 8-years-old in Thatcher, Arizona, March 28, 1903, in the hog scalding tub that was also used as the family bathtub.  My father stood outside the tub, which some people felt was not a correct way to baptize.  To be sure that I was properly baptized, I was baptized again when I was twelve years old, in the Union canal just a block away from my home

I had to have most of my vocal chords removed in an operation, and I was well known after that for my soft voice.

My motto was "DO IT!"

WHO AM I?         (Spencer W. Kimball)

 I was baptized in the Logan River Canal near my home in Whitney, Idaho, on  August 4, 1907.

I was 8 years old.

I emphasized reading the Book of Mormon everyday.

WHO AM I?        (Ezra Taft Benson)

 I was baptized, after finally getting permission from my father, on April 4, 1920, in the Natatorium, a large indoor swimming complex, in Boise, Idaho.

I was 12 years old.

I encouraged us to becoming a temple-going people.

WHO AM I?       (Howard W. Hunter)

 I was baptized by my father on April 28, 1919, in a ward house baptismal  font in Salt Lake City, Utah.

I was 8 years old.

I am the prophet on the earth today.

WHO AM I?          (Gordon B. Hinckley)

This activity (referring to the list of the prophets’ places of baptism) reminds me of my standard "time filler."  When I was in the ward primary presidency I kept a folder with a picture of each latter-day prophet with me.  When I needed to fill a couple of minutes, I would pull out the pictures and give clues to see if the children could guess the name of the prophet I was talking about/showing.  It works with Junior and Senior primary.  Hopefully the kids learned a thing or two while I was stalling.  I am going to add the baptism information to the back of my pictures.  Thanks for the info!

Also, I am making a set of "memory cards" out of the pictures of the 1st Pres. & 12 apostles.  We will be doing something to help the children know each of these men by sight.  Still working on the details for that one, too. What do ya'll think?? Let me know of any brainstorms!  :o)

We like to do this right before each General Conference.  I ordered the pictures of each man from the Distribution Center and cut the names off the bottom of each of them, and put magnets on the back of each name strip. We stick all of the pictures to the big chalk board.  2 or 3 kids are chosen and given the name strips.  They have to match the names to the pictures while the rest of the kids sing a song.  When the song is over, they sit down and we see how many are correct.  We do it 4 or 5 times.  The littlest sunbeam was one who got the most correct!  

The same concept works with pictures of the prophets put in chronological order while the kids sing "Latter-Day Prophets" or cards with the chapters of the Book of Mormon or New or Old Testament written on them while the kids sing the correlating "Books of the..." whatever scripture is being done.  It's even interesting for the adults in Primary and the kids might like seeing the teachers try it!

From the Life of Gordon B. Hinckley

compiled by David R. Crockett (note from Margo: this came off the internet somewhere, but I can’t remember where, so I am including it)
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I grew up here in Salt Lake City a very ordinary kind of freckle-faced boy. I had a good father and mother. My father was a man of education and talent. He was respected in the community. He had a love for the Church and for its leaders. President Joseph F. Smith, who was President in my childhood, was one of his heroes. He loved President Heber J. Grant, who became President of the Church in 1918. (CR Apr 1993) 



I remember as a small boy seeing President Joseph F. Smith. I do not recall the details, but I have in my mind a picture of him as a man with a flowing beard whose voice was not strong. I have since read much of what he taught. And I know that he spoke as a prophet of the living God. (CR Apr 1992) 



My mother was a gifted and wonderful woman. She was an educator; but when she married she left her employment to become a housewife and mother. In our minds she was a great success. 

We lived in what I thought was a large home in the First Ward. It had four rooms on the main floor: a kitchen, a dining room, a parlor, and a library. There were four bedrooms upstairs. The house stood on the corner on a large lot. There was a big lawn with many trees that shed millions of leaves, and there was an immense amount of work to be done constantly. 

In my early childhood we had a stove in the kitchen and a stove in the dining room. A furnace was later installed, and what a wonderful thing that was. But it had a voracious appetite for coal, and there was no automatic stoker. The coal had to be shoveled into the furnace and carefully banked each night. 

I learned a great lesson from that monster of a furnace: if you wanted to keep warm, you had to work the shovel. My father had an idea that his boys ought to learn to work in the summer as well as in the winter, and so he bought a five-acre farm which eventually grew to include more than thirty acres. We lived there in the summer and returned to the city when school started. (CR Apr 1993) 



When I was a boy, we lived on a farm in the summer. It was in the country, where the nights were dark. There were no streetlights or anything of the kind. My brother and I slept out-of-doors. On clear nights - and most of those nights were clear and the air was clean -we would lie on our backs and look at the myriads of stars in the heavens. We could identify some of the constellations and other stars as they were illustrated in our encyclopedia. Each night we would trace the Big Dipper, the handle and the cup, to find the North Star.... We came to know of the constancy of that star. As the earth turned, the others appeared to move through the night. But the North Star held its position in line with the axis of the earth. 

Because of those boyhood musings, the Polar Star came to mean something to me. I recognized it as a constant in the midst of change. It was something that could always be counted on, something that was dependable, an anchor in what otherwise appeared to be a moving and unstable firmament. (CR Apr 1989) 



In 1915 President Joseph F. Smith asked the people of the Church to have family home evening. My father said we would do so, that we would warm up the parlor where Mother's grand piano stood and do what the President of the Church had asked. We were miserable performers as children. We could do all kinds of things together while playing, but for one of us to try to sing a solo before the others was like asking ice cream to stay hard on the kitchen stove. In the beginning we would laugh and make cute remarks about one another's performance. But our parents persisted. We sang together. We prayed together. We listened quietly while Mother read Bible and Book of Mormon stories. Father told us stories out of his memory.... Out of those simple little meetings, held in the parlor of our old home, came something indescribable and wonderful. Our love for our parents was strengthened. Our love for brothers and sisters was enhanced. Our love for the Lord was increased. An appreciation for simple goodness grew in our hearts. These wonderful things came about because our parents followed the counsel of the President of the Church. I have learned something tremendously significant out of that. (CR Apr 1993) 



My father had a horse and buggy when I was a boy. Then one summer day in 1916 a wonderful thing happened. It was an unforgettable thing. When he came home that evening he arrived in a shining black, brand-new Model T Ford. It was a wonderful machine, but by today's standards it was a crude and temperamental sort of thing. For instance, it did not have a self-starter. It had to be cranked. You learned something very quickly about cranking that car. You retarded the spark, or the crank would kick back and break your hand. When it rained, the coils would get wet, and then it would not start at all. From that car I learned a few simple things about making preparation to save trouble. A little canvas over the cowl would keep the coils dry. A little care in retarding the spark would make it possible to crank without breaking your hand. 

But the most interesting thing was the lights. The car had no storage battery. The only electricity came from what was called a magneto. The output of the magneto was determined by the speed of the engine. If the engine was running fast, the lights were bright. If the engine slowed, the lights became a sickly yellow. I learned that if you wanted to see ahead as you were going down the road, you had to keep the engine running at a fast clip. 

So, just as I'd discovered, it is with our lives. Industry, enthusiasm, and hard work lead to enlightened progress. You have to stay on your feet and keep moving if you are going to have light in your life. I still have the radiator cap of that old 1916 Model T. Here it is. It is a reminder of lessons I learned seventy-seven years ago. (CR Apr 1993) 



We had a large orchard, and the trees had to be pruned each spring. Father took us to pruning demonstrations put on by experts from the agriculture college. We learned a great truth-that you could pretty well determine the kind of fruit you 'would pick in September by the way you pruned in February. The idea was to space the branches so that the fruit would be exposed to sunlight and air. Further, we learned that new, young wood produces the best fruit. That has had many applications in life. (CR Apr 1993) 



On this day, when I was a little boy, we traded paper hearts at school, and at night we dropped them at the doors of our friends, stamping on the porch and then running in the dark to hide. Sometimes we would tie a fishing line to a valentine, and when the would-be receiver would go to pick it up we would pull the string. That happens in life with some of US. -- Almost without exception these valentines had printed on their face the words, "I love you." I have since come to know that love is more than a paper heart. It is the very essence of life. It is the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. But it is not at the end of the rainbow; it is at the beginning, and from it springs the beauty that arches across the sky on a stormy day. It (1978, BYU) 



We got sick then just as people get sick now. In fact, I think we did more so. In those early years the milk we drank was not pasteurized. We, of course, did not have an automatic dishwasher, except that it was our automatic duty to wash the dishes. When we were diagnosed as having chicken pox or measles, the doctor would advise the city health department, and a man would be sent to put a sign in the front window. This was a warning to any who might wish to come to our house that they did so at their own peril. 

If the disease was smallpox or diphtheria, the sign was bright orange with black letters. It said, in effect, "Stay away from this place." I learned something I have always remembered-to watch for signs of danger and evil and stay away. (CR Apr 1993) 



I attended the Hamilton School, which was a big three-story building. The structure was old and poor by today's standards, but I learned that it was not the building that made a difference; it was the teachers. When the weather would permit, we assembled in front of the school in the morning, pledged allegiance to the flag, and marched in an orderly fashion to our rooms. 

We dressed neatly for school, and no unkempt appearance was tolerated. The boys wore a shirt and a tie and short trousers. We wore long black stockings that reached from the foot to above the knee. They were made of cotton and wore out quickly, so they had to be darned frequently. We learned how to darn because it was unthinkable to go to school with a hole in your stocking. 

We learned a lesson on the importance of personal neatness and tidiness, and that has blessed my life ever since. (CR Apr 1993) 



When I was a small boy in the first grade, I experienced what I thought was a rather tough day at school. I came home, walked in the house, threw my book on the kitchen table, and let forth an expletive that included the name of the Lord. 

My mother was shocked. She told me quietly, but firmly, how wrong I was. She told me that I could not have words of that kind coming out of my mouth. She led me by the hand into the bathroom, where she took from the shelf a clean washcloth, put it under the faucet, and then generously coated it with soap. She said, "We'll have to wash out your mouth." She told me to open it, and I did so reluctantly. Then she rubbed the soapy washcloth around my tongue and teeth. I sputtered and fumed and felt like swearing again, but I didn't. I rinsed and rinsed my mouth, but it was a long while before the soapy taste was gone. In fact, whenever I think of that experience, I can still taste the soap. The lesson was worthwhile. I think I can say that I have tried to avoid using the name of the Lord in vain since that day. I am grateful for that lesson. (CR Oct 1987) 



The bane of my first-grade teacher's life was my friend Louie. He had what psychologists today might call some kind of an obsessive fixation. He would sit in class and chew his tie until it became wet and stringy. The teacher would scold him. 

Louie eventually became a man of substance, and I have learned never to underestimate the potential of a boy to make something of his life even if he chews his tie. (CR Apr 1993) 



"We lived in town in the winter while school was on and lived out there in the summer." On the farm, President Hinckley said, "our regular regimen was to work in the morning and play in the afternoon. We worked until noon, and then we had lunch, then we could play afterward. We had a couple of horses and we built a little cart for the horses to pull. We would ride around East Mill Creek in that cart," President Hinckley recalled. He said he also played marbles and "mumblety peg." "We would go back up in the hollow where there was a cool spring and sit there for hours in the afternoon playing mumblety peg." (Interview with Church News, June 1995) 



When I was a boy living here in Salt Lake City, most homes were heated with coal stoves. Black smoke belched forth from almost every chimney. As winter came to a close, black soot and grime were everywhere, both inside and outside of the house. There was a ritual through which we passed each year, not a very pleasant one, as we viewed it. It involved every member of the family. It was known as spring cleaning. When the weather warmed after the long winter, a week or so was designated as cleanup time. It was usually when there was a holiday and included two Saturdays. My mother ran the show. All of the curtains were taken down and laundered. Then they were carefully ironed. The windows were washed inside and out, and oh, what a job that was in that big two-story house. 

Wallpaper was on all of the walls, and Father would bring home numerous cans of wallpaper cleaner. It was like bread dough, but it was a pretty pink in color when the container was opened. It had an interesting smell, a pleasant refreshing kind of smell. We all pitched in. We would knead some of the cleaning dough in our hands, climb a ladder, and begin on the high ceiling, and then work down the walls. The dough was soon black from the dirt it lifted from the paper. It was a terrible task, very tiring, but the results were like magic. We would stand back and compare the dirty surface with the clean surface. It was amazing to us how much better the dean walls looked. 

All of the carpets were taken up and dragged out to the backyard, where they were hung over the clothesline, one by one. Each of us boys would have what we called a carpet beater, a device made of light steel rods with a wooden handle. As we beat the carpet, the dust would fly, and we would have to keep going until there was no dust left We detested that work. But when all of it was done, and everything was back in place, the result was wonderful. The house was clean our spirits renewed. The whole world looked better. (CR Apr 1996) 



As the years passed, I finally reached the sixth grade in that school. My friends were essentially the same through all of those years. People didn't move much in those days. One of my friends was Lynn. That wasn't his real name, but that's what I'll call him. He was always in trouble. Lynn seemed to have a hard time concentrating on what was going on, particularly when spring came and things looked better outside than they did inside. 

Miss Spooner, our teacher, seemed to have it in for Lynn. One day at about eleven o'clock, Lynn disturbed the class, and Miss Spooner told him to go shut himself in the closet until she let him out. Lynn obediently went to the closet and closed the door behind him. When the bell rang at twelve o'clock, Lynn came out chewing the last bite of Miss Spooner's lunch. We couldn't help laughing-all but Miss Spooner, and that made matters worse. Lynn went on clowning throughout his life. He never learned until it was too late that life is a serious thing in which serious choices are to be made with much of care and prayer. (CR Apr 1993) 



I became a Boy Scout. We did not have the Cub Scout program then, and a boy had to be twelve to be a Scout. This was 1922, only nine years after the Church adopted the Scout program. I lived in a very large ward by today's standards. There were more than eleven hundred people in that ward. We had a large troop, and we met in the cultural hall of the old First Ward. We made a lot of noise. The floors were of hardwood; the walls were hard and smooth, and the sound bounced around them. Our Scoutmaster had a whistle which he blew frequently to get order. 

I filled out an application and paid the fifty cent registration fee, which seemed like a lot of money at the time. I learned the Scout motto: "Be Prepared." I learned the Scout slogan: "Do a Good Turn Daily." I learned the Scout Oath... I learned the Scout Law... And when we recited the law, one of the boys always added, "A Scout is hungry." I think it was literally true. He came from a very large family, and getting enough to eat was always a challenge. (CR Apr 1988) 



When I was a little boy, twelve years of age, and was about to be ordained a deacon, my father challenged me to memorize those words (D&C Section 13). I did so, and they have remained with me throughout my life. (CR Oct 1982) 



When I was twelve, I also became a deacon in the Aaronic Priesthood. My name was presented to the entire congregation of our ward. Everyone was asked to sustain me if they felt me worthy of the office. All hands in the large congregation went up. I was honored to think that all of the members of my ward raised their hands in my behalf. 

When two men, good and true and faithful--one of them my father--placed their hands upon my head and conferred upon me the Aaronic Priesthood and ordained me to the office of deacon.... We did not have one large deacons quorum that met in the cultural hall. Rather, we were divided into four quorums, with up to twelve boys in each. I thought it was a good arrangement because there were fewer of us in a group, with less noise and a more intimate relationship between us and our priesthood leader. (CR Apr 1988) 



When I was a boy, twelve years of age, my father took me to a meeting of the priesthood of the stake in which we lived. I sat on the back row while he, as president of the stake, sat on the stand. At the opening of that meeting, the first of its kind I had ever attended, three or four hundred men stood. They were men from varied backgrounds and many vocations, but each had in his hand the same conviction, out of which together they sang these great words: 

Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah!
Jesus anointed that Prophet and Seer.
Blessed to open the last dispensation,
Kings shall, extol him, and nations revere.

Something happened within me as I heard those men of faith sing. There came into my boyish heart a knowledge, placed there by the Holy Spirit, that Joseph Smith was indeed a prophet of the Almighty. (CR Apr 1977) 



The next year we enrolled in junior high school. But the building could not accommodate all the students, so our class of the seventh grade was sent back to the Hamilton School. 

We were insulted. We were furious. We'd spent six unhappy years in that building, and we felt we deserved something better. The boys of the class all met after school. We decided we wouldn't tolerate this kind of treatment. We were determined we'd go on strike. 

The next day we did not show up. But we had no place to go. We couldn't stay home because our mothers would ask questions. We didn't think of going downtown to a show. We had no money for that. We didn't think of going to the park. We were afraid we might be seen by Mr. Clayton, the truant officer. We didn't think of going out behind the school fence and telling shady stories because we didn't know any. We'd never heard of such things as drugs or anything of the kind. We just wandered about and wasted the day. 

The next morning the principal, Mr. Stearns, was at the front door of the school to greet us. His demeanor matched his name. He said some pretty straightforward things and then told us that we could not come back to school until we brought a note from our parents. That was my first experience with a lockout. Striking, he said, was not the way to settle a problem. We were expected to be responsible citizens, and if we had a complaint we could come to the principal's office and discuss it. 

There was only one thing to do, and that was to go home and get the note. I remember walking sheepishly into the house. My mother asked what was wrong. I told her. I said that I needed a note. She wrote a note. It was very brief. It was the most stinging rebuke she ever gave me. It read as follows: 

"Dear Mr. Stearns, Please excuse Gordon's absence yesterday. His action was simply an impulse to follow the crowd." 

She signed it and handed it to me. I walked back over to school and got there about the same time a few other boys did. We all handed our notes to Mr. Stearns. I do not know whether he read them, but I have never forgotten my mother's note. Though I had been an active party to the action we had taken, I resolved then and there that I would never do anything on the basis of simply following the crowd. I determined then and there that I would make my own decisions on the basis of their merits and my standards and not be pushed in one direction or another by those around me. (CR Apr 1993) 



In the large ward in which I grew up, there were five quorums of deacons. Each was presided over by a presidency of three boys. My first responsibility in the Church, the first office I ever held, was counselor to the boy who presided over our deacons quorum. Our good bishop called me in and talked with me about this calling. I was tremendously impressed. I was worried and concerned. I was by nature, believe it or not, a rather shy and backward boy, and I think this call to serve as a counselor in a deacons quorum was of as much concern to me, in terms of my age and experience, as is my present responsibility in terms of my age and experience. (CR Oct 1990) 



When I met one of my childhood friends the other day, there came a train of memories of the neighborhood in which we grew up. It was a microcosm of the world, with many varieties of people. They were a close-knit group, and I think we knew them all. I think, also, we loved them all--that is, except for one man. I must make a confession: I detested that man. I have since repented of that emotion, but as I look back, I can sense again the intensity of my feeling. His young boys were our friends, but he was my enemy. Why this strong antipathy? Because he whipped his children with strap or stick or whatever came to hand as his vicious anger flared on the slightest provocation. 

Perhaps it was because of the home in which I lived, where there was a father who, by some quiet magic, was able to discipline his family without the use of any instrument of punishment, though on occasion they may have deserved it. (CR Oct 1978) 



I will always be grateful for a father and a mother who, as far back as I can remember, taught us to pay our tithing. In those days, in the ward in which we lived the bishop did not have an office in the meetinghouse. We went to his home for tithing settlement. I can still sense my feelings of trepidation as I walked into that home as a very small boy to settle my tithing with Bishop John C. Duncan. The amount may have been only twenty-five cents, since we did not have very much of an allowance in those lean times, but it was an honest 10 percent. (CR Apr 1982) 



When I was a boy we lived in a large old house. One room was called the library. It had a solid table and a good lamp, three or four comfortable chairs with good light, and books in cases lining the walls. There were many volumes - the acquisitions of my father and mother over a period of many years. We were never forced to read those books, but they were placed where they were handy and where we could get at them whenever we wished. There was quiet in that room. It was understood that it was a place to study. 

There were also magazines-the Church magazines and two or three other good magazines. There were books of history and literature, books on technical subjects, dictionaries, a multivolume encyclopedia, and an atlas of the world. There was no television, of course, at that time. Radio came along while I was growing up. But there was an environment of learning. I would not have you believe that we were great scholars. But we were exposed to great literature, great ideas from great thinkers, and the language of men and women who thought deeply and wrote beautifully. (Ensign, June 1985) 



I heard President Grant on several occasions before I met him. As teenage boys, my brother and I came to this Tabernacle at conference when there was room for anybody who wished to come. As boys are wont to do, we sat in the balcony at the very far end of the building. To me it was always impressive when this tall man stood to speak. Some kind of electricity passed through my boyish frame. His voice rang out in testimony of the Book of Mormon. When he said it was true, I knew it was true. He spoke with great power on the Word of Wisdom and, without hesitation, promised blessings to the people if they would observe it. (Conference Report Apr 1992) 



I recall sitting in this Tabernacle when I was fourteen or fifteen- -up in the balcony right behind the clock--and hearing President Heber J. Grant tell of his experience in reading the Book of Mormon when he was a boy. He spoke of Nephi and of the great influence he had upon his life. And then, with a voice ringing with a conviction that I shall never forget, he quoted those great words of Nephi: "I will go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded, for I know that the Lord giveth no commandments unto the children of men, save he shall prepare a way for them that they may accomplish the thing which he commandeth them." (1 Ne. 3:7.) 

There came into my young heart on that occasion a resolution to try to do what the Lord has commanded. I would that I might have the power, through the Spirit of the Lord, similarly to touch someone in this congregation today. (Conference Report October 1971) 



In that old home we knew that our father loved our mother. That was another of the great lessons of my boyhood. I have no recollection of ever hearing him speak unkindly to her or of her. He encouraged her in her individual Church activities and in neighborhood and civic responsibilities. She had much of native talent, and he encouraged her to use it. Her comfort was his constant concern. We looked upon them as equals, companions who worked together and loved and appreciated one another as they loved us. (Conference Report Apr 1993) 



I look back to my own youth. Neither young men nor young women were doing much scripture reading at that time. What a marvelous change has been wrought. A new generation is arising who are familiar with the word of the Lord. (Conference Report April 1995) 



Love for the Church can also lift one above doubt. I recall my collegiate experience more than fifty years ago. In many ways that was a dismal period. It was a time of cynicism and much despair. It was the bottom of the Great Depression. The unemployment rate was above 30 percent when I was graduated in 1932. The United States and the entire world were in desperate straits. It was a time of soup lines and suicides. Young people of college age are inclined to be a little critical and cynical anyway, but that attitude was compounded in the 1930s by the cynicism of the times. It was easy to wonder about many things, to question things in life, in the world, in the Church, in aspects of the gospel. But it was also a season of gladness and a season of love. Behind such thoughts, there was for me an underlying foundation of love that came from great parents and a good family, a wonderful bishop, devoted and faithful teachers, and the scriptures to read and ponder. 

Although in our youth we had trouble understanding many things, there was in our hearts something of a love for God and his great work that carried us above any doubts and fears. We loved the Lord and we loved good and honorable friends. From such love we drew great strength. (Ensign, October 1984) 



The world at that time was on a reckless pursuit of riches. Then came Black Thursday of November 1929. I was nineteen years of age, a student at the university. I saw the economy crumble. I saw men whom I knew lose everything as their creditors moved against them. I saw much of the trauma and the stress of the times. I thought then, and I have thought since, how so many people might have been saved pain and misery, suffering, embarrassment, and trouble had they listened to the counsel of a prophet concerning personal debt. (CR Apr 1992) 



I remember sitting in this tabernacle while I was a university student and hearing one of the brethren say that peace can come to the world only through acknowledgment of the Lord Jesus Christ. I was at a critical age and I doubted the possibility of that ever occurring. I (CR Oct 1960) 



Many years ago I had a remarkable teacher at the University of Utah, a Jewish scholar, the first Jew to teach at a university in the state of Utah. He was from the East and came west with trepidation. As he walked up Main Street in Salt Lake City, his eye caught sight of the temple with the gold figure atop the highest tower. That temple was a thing of beauty and wonder to him. He spoke in years that followed of standing and looking at the temple, at the beauty of its symmetry, at the upward reach of its towers, at the strength of its design, at the remarkable detail of its workmanship. During all of the years that he lived in Salt Lake City it never became commonplace to him. (Ensign, July 1984) 



My mind goes back almost 60 years. It was the bottom of the Depression. If ever the world look dark in terms of economics it looked dark then. The unemployment rate in the state of Utah was 34 percent. We grumble now about five or six percent. I finished the university in the very bottom of the Depression. We were still in the bottom of the Depression when we were married. I had a little job with a salary of $165 per month, and we had no savings. I do not know how we had the nerve to get married. I guess we just got married because we loved one another, and we closed our eyes and jumped. But I think we did so with faith. (BYU Feb 1996) 



My mother died while I was a university student. It was a dark and somber day for our family. But there was a residual that remained with us that gave us strength and guidance and discipline. From my mother I learned so many things, including respect for womanhood, together with an appreciation for the tremendous strength which she carried within her, including a bright and happy zest for life and a love for people, as well as a tremendously beautiful love for literature, music, and art. (Motherhood) 



At the age of fifty [my mother] developed cancer. [My father] was solicitous of her every need. I recall our family prayers, with his tearful pleadings and our tearful pleadings. Of course there was no medical insurance then. He would have spent every dollar he owned to help her. He did, in fact, spend very much. He took her to Los Angeles in search of better medical care. But it was to no avail. 

That was sixty-two years ago, but I remember with clarity my broken hearted father as he stepped off the train and greeted his grief-stricken children. We walked solemnly down the station platform to the baggage car, where the casket was unloaded and taken by the mortician. We came to know even more about the tenderness of our father's heart. This has had an effect on me all of my life. 

I also came to know something of death-the absolute devastation of children losing their mother-but also of peace without pain and the certainty that death cannot be the end of the soul. (CR Apr 1993) 



I think I can share this with you. As I sat in the Tabernacle at the last conference and was sustained by the people of this Church, there came before me in my mind's eye, the picture of my mother when I was a little boy. I am grateful that I have the opportunity in my old age to bring honor to her name. 



It dawned on me the other day that I was part of a graduating class of a sister institution [University of Utah] in 1932. This coming June it will be sixty years ago that we proudly and happily marched in a processional, listened to a commencement address of which I remember absolutely nothing, and went out to face the world. (Heber City/Springville (Utah) Regional Conference, May 13, 1995) 

That was a dark season, that year of 1932. It was at the bottom of the great worldwide depression. The unemployment rate was not the 5 or 6 or 7 percent over which we worry today, but more than 30 percent. Men saw their savings vanish, and some, with nothing to live for, took their own lives. Many with greater faith held on tenaciously as they sank into the pit of poverty. 

It was into that world of economic distress that we of the class of '32 arrived, breathing something of an air of cynicism. Yet notwithstanding this, there was much joy in our lives. Cars were cheaper then, but few could afford one. But we dated, we danced, we had a lot of fun while worrying about life, and somehow we made it and pulled through. I can think of scores of my peers who had nothing in those days but who, somehow, with the blessings of heaven, went forward and became men and women of strength and substance as they walked a straight and steady course, guided by principles to which they held with steadfastness. 

It was their beliefs and the motivation that came therefrom that pulled them through. Every one of us is largely the product of his or her beliefs. Our behavior is governed by these. They become our standards of conduct. (BYU, March, 1992) 



I received my baccalaureate degree fifty years ago, in the depression-ridden year of 1932. None of you students here today really has any idea of the economic darkness of those times. To be thrown onto the employment market in those times was like being cast into the sea to swim through heavy waves. Unemployment reached 30 percent. People committed suicide in despair. If a man had a job earning a hundred dollars a month, he was considered fortunate. Men who had been profitably employed found themselves standing in soup lines and living in shantytowns. 

But with all of this, it seems to me, as I reflect on those days, there was something of tremendous good in the people. There was a spirit of mutual helpfulness, a spirit of respect one for another and, generally speaking, a high moral tone. Of course there was crime, even gang crime. There were the rumrunners and the moonshiners. There were even those who wished for arrest and conviction so that they could trade the cold of the outside for the warmth of jail. But, at least in the society of which I was a part as a young man, there was a great-and what I regard as wonderful-respect for women. (BYU, Taylor Building Dedication, 1982) 



I was in the university. It was the time of the worst economic depression in the history of the world. Unemployment in this area was about 35 percent, and most of the unemployed were husbands and fathers, since relatively few women worked in the labor force. Very few missionaries were going into the field at that time. We send out as many in a week now as then went during the entire year. I received my bachelor's degree and planned on somehow attending graduate school. Then the bishop came with what seemed to me a shocking suggestion. He spoke of a mission. I was called to go to England which, at that time, was the most expensive mission in the world. The cost per month was the equivalent of what would be about $500 now. 

We discovered that my mother, who had passed away, had established a small savings account to be available for this purpose. I had a savings account in a different place, but the bank in which I had mine had failed. There was then no government insurance program to cover its failure as there is now. My father, a man of great faith and love, supplied the necessary means, with all of the family cooperating at a sacrifice. As I look back upon it, I see all of it as a miracle. Somehow the money was there every month. (CR Apr 1986) 



He That Loseth His Life Shall Find It. (See Matt. 10:39.) In 1933 when I left for my mission, I traveled through Chicago. The Great Depression was on. As we passed what I think was the Chicago Board of Trade Building, a woman said to the bus driver, "What building is that?" He replied, "That's the Board of Trade Building. Nearly every day, some man whose stock has gone down jumps out of one of those windows. 

The bus driver may have exaggerated, but some people were jumping from windows in those days as they saw their fortunes dwindle. Their lives were wrapped up in themselves and their money, and they felt there was nothing worth living for when their money was gone. (Ensign, Jan 1994) 



Please accept the testimony of an old British missionary who came to this land in the dark days of the world Depression in 1933, and here learned to love the people and to love the Lord in a way that I had not known before. I've never forgotten that love and respect and appreciation for the people of Britain.'' (Fireside, Crawley, England, August, 1995) 



The work in the field was not easy. It was difficult and discouraging. But what a wonderful experience it was. In retrospect, I recognize that I was probably a selfish young man when I arrived in Britain. What a blessing it became to set aside my own selfish interests to the greater interests of the work of the Lord. I had the association of tremendous young; men and women. They have become treasured friends whom I have known and loved now for more than half a century. (CR Apr 1986) 



I traveled by train in 1933 from Salt Lake City to New York, and then took ship from New York to Plymouth, England. There were three of us in our group. Two stayed in London, and somehow, in the providence of the Lord, I, like Heber C. Kimball and his associates ninety-six years earlier, was sent to Preston. That was my first assignment and my first field of labor. 

I became as familiar with the places they knew and the streets they walked as they had been nearly a century earlier. My companion and I walked up and down the same road where they had seen that banner, "Truth will Prevail." In the evening of the day that I arrived in Preston, my companion, who was the district president, said we would go down to the marketplace and hold a street meeting. There, in the place which was familiar to Heber C. Kimball and his associates, Elder Bramwell and I raised our voices in a hymn, offered prayer, and preached the same gospel to a gathering crowd as those first missionaries had preached.... 

Somehow I feel especially fortunate now to have been sent to Preston as my initial assignment. Not only did I labor there, but I labored in the surrounding towns where those first missionaries taught the gospel. I was not as effective as were they. When they first arrived, there evidently was little or no Prejudice against them. When I arrived, it seemed that everyone was prejudiced against us. 

A short time before I arrived, two missionaries unfortunately had been sent home because of violation of mission rules. The people in the city knew of their behavior, and this aggravated their antagonism toward us. I was not well when I arrived. Those first few weeks, because of illness and the opposition which We felt, I was discouraged. 

I wrote a letter home to my good father and said that I felt I was wasting my time and his money. He was my father and my stake president, and he was a wise and inspired man. He wrote a very short letter to me which said, "Dear Gordon, I have your recent letter. I have only one suggestion, forget yourself and go to work." Earlier that morning in our scripture class my companion and I had read these words of the Lord: "Whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it" (Mark 8:35) Those words of the Master, followed by my father's letter with his counsel to forget myself and go to work, went into my very being. With my father's letter in hand, I went into our bedroom in the house at 15 Wadham Road, where we lived, and got on my knees and made a pledge with the Lord. I covenanted that I would try to forget myself and lose myself in his service. 

That July day in 1933 was my day of decision. I do not say it egotistically. I say it humbly and with gratitude. A new light came into my life and a new joy into my heart. The fog of England seemed to lift, and I saw the sunlight. I had a rich and wonderful mission experience, for which I shall ever be grateful, laboring in Preston where the work began and in other places where it had moved forward, including the great city of London, where I served the larger part of my mission. (BYU Symposium, 1987) 



[President Hinckley spoke of having visited in 1987 the house in Preston where he had lodged as a young missionary in 1933. Upon visiting the home, he had asked the woman who lived there for permission to go upstairs to the room he had occupied.] I almost wept when I thought of that bedroom, it was in that bedroom that I made the most important decision of my life. I was called to England in 1933. It was the bottom of the Depression. Poverty was everywhere . . . people were struggling. They had nothing. They were on the dole. Those were very, very difficult times. 

We didn't get anywhere. To get people to listen to us was like knocking on a brick wall. They didn't want to hear; they were disillusioned; they were bitter. I had been there about a week or two. I wrote home to my father and said, "I'm not doing any good here. I'm just wasting my time." In about two weeks, I received an answer. He said, "Dear Gordon, I have your letter. . . . I have only one suggestion: Forget yourself and go to work." 

The day I received that letter, I also read in the Gospels we were studying this great statement of the Lord: "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it." (Matt. 16:25.) I got on my knees in that little bedroom . . . and made a pledge that I would try to give myself unto the Lord. The whole world changed. The fog lifted. The sun began to shine in my life. I had a new interest. I saw the beauty of this land. I saw the greatness of the people. I began to feel at home in this wonderful land. Everything that has happened to me since that's been good I can trace to that decision made in that little house . . . in Preston, Lancastershire. (Fireside, Nottingham, England, August, 1995) 
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